Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
Monthly Meeting

 August 13, 2003

Present:  Bill Bliss – Chair, Supervisors Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Alicia Burgers and 

               Clerk Barbara Anderson 

Guests – Craig Anderson, Bill Berger
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Bliss.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

Approval of minutes – The minutes of the July 9, 2003 meeting were reviewed.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the minutes of the July 9, 2003 meeting as written.

Treasurer’s report – The treasurer presented the Cash Control Statement and the Current Investment Report for the month of July 2003. MOTION:  Schmidt/passed unanimously:  Accept the Cash Control Statement with a balance of $81,355.26 in all accounts and the Current Investment Report with a balance of $45,872.69 as presented with the ending date of July 31, 2003.  Copies of both reports are attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  
The Board discussed the balance in the Planning Commission line item as -$334.97.  MOTION: Schmidt/passed unanimously:  Authorize the Treasurer to transfer $1,000.00 into the planning commission line item from general fund line item.

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Little Boy Lake Lot - C. Anderson reported that according to the wetlands map from Cass County the proposed access lot on Little Boy Lake is mostly wetlands.

Chard meeting update – C. Anderson reported that he has met with Bridget Chard, Small Communities Project Coordinator, who will be working with the Planning Commission on updating the Comprehensive Plan.  She recommended purchasing certain maps and we have done so.  She will start attending the planning commission’s meetings in September.

Meeting date change - C. Anderson explained that the planning commission will have to change their meeting date from the first Thursday of the month to the second Tuesday for September, October, November, and December in order to work with Chard.  This information will be published in the newspaper and posted on the bulletin board on the town hall.

Planning Commission openings – C. Anderson reported that two positions are up in October on the planning commission; Ken Sausman a year round resident and Harold Harper a seasonal resident.   Sausman has requested to be reappointed to the planning commission for three more years.  Due to health reasons Harper will not seek another term.  The clerk will publish this opening in the local newspaper.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Reappoint Ken Sausman to the Wabedo Planning Commission for a three year term. 
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Variances 

· Lammers – C. Anderson reported that the Lammers’ property is on Heffron Lake.  Lammers had purchased two adjacent properties.  About five years ago the County joined the two 
properties into one property.  The Lammers are requesting a variance to divide the properties in two.  One lot would not meet the required shore line regulations; however, it would more then meet the acreage requirement.  The Planning Commission is in favor of this variance.  The County combined the lots, not the property owner.  The Cass County Board of Adjustment approved this variance.
· Prucha - C. Anderson reported that this property is on Mule Lake.  The variance is to enclose an existing deck.  One corner of the deck does not meet the required set back.  The Planning Commission is in favor of this variance.  The Cass County Board of Adjustment approved this variance. 
· Cafferty – C. Anderson reported that this that two variances were denied for this project and one was passed.  This plan is a variance on the plan that passed last winter   The Cafferty’s want to add an addition with a garage to their existing home.  This plan was approved by the Cass County Board of Adjustment.  
· Trampe – C. Anderson reported that a new variance has just been received.  This property is located on Hunter Lake.  This variance is for putting a basement under an existing porch thus the foot print will stay the same.  Ron Anderson and Ralph Schmidt will attend the site 
 visit on Monday, August 25th.
C. Anderson thanked the board and left the meeting. 

ROAD & BRIDGE 

Supervisors’ road reports – Schmidt reviewed his written report on township roads. The report is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  These are the portions they discussed.

· Signs – The Board discussed  adding some road signs at the end of Sioux Camp Road.  After reviewing the placement of the signs the Board determined no additional signage is needed. 

· The corner of South Little Boy Drive and Bargen Lane – There is a drainage problem on this corner.  Who really owns the land?  After a discussion about this corner the Board decided to hire Landecker to survey the land adjoining Berg West View, Block 1, Govt 3.  Bliss will contact Landecker.

· Pine Sisken and South Little Boy – Water comes down Pine Sisken, crosses South Little Boy and washes the road edge away.  We need to change the flow of water coming off Pine Sisken, build up S. Little Boy at that point and re-mat. The Board agreed to the re-matting. 
· Gravel Pit – Is Cass County going to do any more crushing?  Schmidt will contact Cass County to determine if the County plans on any more crushing in our gravel pit.  If so, perhaps the township should crush at the same time. 

Pine Crest Trail - . Bliss explained that the Township was petitioned by Mr. & Mrs. Johnson two years ago to make Pine Crest Trail a township road.  At that time the board decided that some work had to be done on the cul-de-sac so the grade was not so steep  The Township has received a request from Mr. & Mrs. Adelmann to reconsider  the township’s decision.  The Board set a special site-visit meeting of August 23, 2003 at 10:00 a.m.  The clerk will post this meeting information and contact the people on Pine Crest Trail about the meeting.  
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Floyd Scott - Bliss explained that he has received word that Floyd Scott is having problems with Mr. Briggs.  This needs no action at this time. It is just information at this time.  

Gravel Tax -   Berger reported that the County Commissioners have asked for a study of a possible gravel tax.  One million tons of gravel mined each year.  This could possibly mean $35,000 to $40,000 revenue for the county.  Berger believes this should be followed perhaps by district 5 to make sure there is no tax on the gravel used by townships, cities, or counties on their roads.  
OLD BUSINESS

Low wake zone – Butler is working with Cass County to determine if low wake zones should or could be established on Little Boy Lake.  Butler  suggested an alternative approach; place buoys in the lake with a sign Slow Speed.  The buoys would need to be put in the lake in the spring and taken out in the fall.  Butler suggested that we contact The Lakes Association about working on this project.  Bliss said he didn’t think the Township could purchase the buoys because the township does not do water surface enforcement, Bliss will check on this.  Butler will contact The Lakes Association.  
NEW BUSINESS

Pay the bills -   The Clerk and Treasurer presented claims in the amount of $26,156.42.  These claims include payments to the Longville Fire District and the Longville Ambulance Building.  A copy of the claims list is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed unanimously:  Pay the claims as presented in the amount of $26,156.42.  

Survey questions – At the annual meeting the Board of Supervisors were instructed to have an article in the newspaper regarding the proposed new town hall and after that to send a survey questionnaire to the property owners in Wabedo Township.  The newspaper article was published.  The supervisors read the questions they had prepared for the questionnaire and discussed them.  The supervisors had written basically the same questions.  The Clerk will compile the questions and the board will finalize the survey next month.   Also, the clerk will obtain mailing costs for this project. 
OTHER BUSINESS

Bliss reported that the township had received thank you notes from Friends of the Longville Library, and Family Safety Network for Wabedo Township’s donations.  These donations were approved at the annual meeting in March 2003, but were not made until last month.  

Bliss reported that he will be meeting with Congressman Oberstar regarding the Longville airport in Washington DC in September while attending the National Associations of Townships convention.  

The Board discussed the open meeting law and how it affects them.  

MOTION:  Butler:  Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,                                                     Approved,

Barbara Anderson 
                                                        William C. Bliss

Clerk                                                                                    Chair 
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