Wabedo Township
Special Meeting – Pieper Petition

April 9, 2004

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt and Clerk Barbara Anderson 

Residents:  8  List is attached to original minutes of this meeting.

 Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. at the site of the property adjacent to the Pieper property on Oak Drive.  Bliss explained the purpose of this meeting was to hear the petition of Mr. & Mrs. Pieper.  They are asking the Township to vacate the property adjacent to their property.  Oak Drive is a platted road at 66’, approximately only 24’ is being used as a road way.  

Bliss explained that neither Oak Drive nor Lakeview Drive is a township roads.  Therefore, the township cannot make a decision on this petition.  That will have to be done through district court.  

The Board is here to listen to the petitioners and the neighbors.  Bliss explained that if this petition goes to district court the judge usually asks for the township’s opinion and concerns and the concerns and opinions of the neighbors.  
The following discussion took place:

· Do the property owners need a lawyer to represent them in district court.  Bliss explained that the only people that need a lawyer is the Pieper’s to file their paperwork.

· If the petition is granted will the legal descriptions of our property change?  Only Pieper’s legal description will change.  

· Schmidt is concerned about having enough room for a turn around in the event that this should ever become a township road.

· C. Anderson said this is a platted area.  The platted road is dedicated to the public according to the plat map from Cass County.  

The clerk reported that she has received about 5 telephone calls from neighbors and they were all against this petition.

Pieper gave a history of what they have done and why they filed a petition with the township.  They need to go through all the legal steps to have this land vacated.  She explained that they did not receive a letter about this meeting and did not see the legal notice in the newspaper. She had called the clerk and the clerk apologized for the over sight.   Bliss explained that the legal notice had appeared in the Pine Cone Press Citizen the past two weeks and that the County has to send out letters about this type of meeting, but the township does not.  The clerk chooses to send out the letters to the neighbors.  

Some of the neighbors that were present stated that they did not want the vacation to take place.

Attached to the original minutes of this meeting are the e-mails, letters, and telephone notes that the clerk has received prior to this meeting.

Bliss recapped that the township will not take any action and it is up to Mr. & Mrs. Pieper, if they choose, to file in district court.  

MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 5:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted
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