Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
Monthly Meeting

April 21, 2004

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Carole Houghton, Clerk Barbara Anderson 

Guests – 7 -The sign in sheet is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.

The meeting was called to order by Chair Bliss,  

The Pledge of Allegiances was recited.

Minutes - Anderson presented the minutes of the following meetings:  March 17 board meeting, March 30 meeting Rebecca Anderson, and the April 12 meeting with Dave Felton.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed Approve the minutes for the March 17 board meeting and the continuation of the meeting on March 30.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the minutes of March 30 with the Township’s attorney Rebecca Anderson.  

Treasurer’s Report – Bliss explained that Carole Houghton has been the deputy treasurer.   Last month Alicia Burgers resigned because she is moving out of Wabedo Township.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Appoint Carole Houghton as the treasurer to fill out the term.  Welcome Carole. 
Houghton gave the Cash Control Statement and the Current Investment Report.  MOTION:  Butler/passed unanimously:  Accept the Cash Control Statement from March with a balance of $74,617.91, and the Investment Report for the month of March with a grand total of $43,285.53.

PLANNING COMMISSION – Craig Anderson reported: Wally Peterson of Mule Lake asked for a variance for an addition to his house of more then 50%.  The Wabedo Township Planning Commission agreed to the variance and the Board of Adjustment of Cass County approved it.

He invited the Supervisors to a wetlands meeting in Pine Rive on May 12 at 7:00 PM.  
He updated the Board on the Mule Lake Estates.  The final plat hearing was tabled last month by the Cass County Planning Commission due to fact the common road maintenance was not addressed.  Since then Anderson has received the Covenants for this project.  The next hearing by the Cass County Planning Commission is scheduled for April 28th.

ROAD & BRIDGE - Schmidt‘s written report is attached to the original minutes of the meeting. 
· The Board discussed chloride applications.  How wide should it be and how thick should it be.  The Board decided to not make a decision until all the road projects costs were in.  Chloride cost this year is 66 cents per gallon.  
· Schmidt reported that he has scheduled a road inspection meeting will Bill Herheim of Lott for April 27th at 9:00 AM at the Town Hall.    
· Schmidt talked to Dave Enblom of Cass County regarding gravel crushing.  The cost is $1.52 per ton.  Enblom suggested that the Township crush as much as possible. The final cost may go up to $10,000.  The Board discussed this.  Each year the township has been putting money aside for this project.  The Board decided to have all the rocks crushed.  
· The Board decided to remove the following road projects for 2004:

· Seal & surface bridge on Sioux Camp Road

Project cost $4,000

· Serrate rocky spots on Island View 


Project cost $5,000.
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ROAD & BRIDGE CON’T. 

Road Quotes - The Board opened the two road quotes they had received.  The quotes are from Lott Excavating and Felton Brothers.  The quotes are attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  Basically the quotes are $2 - $3 higher per hour this year over last year.  Both companies stated that if the price of gas goes as high as predicted the two companies may have to adjust their costs in July or August.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Accept the road quotes from Lott Excavating  and Felton Brothers as written and divide the road maintenance between the two companies the same as last year. 
Road Projects for Felton Brothers - Schmidt reviewed the proposed road projects from Felton Brothers for 2004.  The total of all projects is $21,067.   Schmidt reported there is a pine tree on Sioux Camp Road that makes it very difficult for Felton to work.  Bliss said get permission in writing from the county to remove the pine tree.  The Board decided to do all the proposed road projects.  

Kego Resolution – Bliss reported that Kego Township has asked Wabedo to consider passing a resolution banning ATVs from the ditches on township roads.  There was a discussion and the board decided not to take any action.  

OLD BUSINESS

Change the date of the meetings - The board discussed changing the meeting date.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Wabedo Township will be held the second Tuesday of each month starting in May 2004.  

Review petition from Ridgewood Golf Course - Nathan Tabaka representing the Golf Course asked about the petitions he had given the board.  Anderson reported that there were 205 signatures on all the petitions.  The signatures break down like this:  75 are residents of Wabedo Township, 78 own property only, 16 names are not listed as property owner but signed, 5 names could not be verified at all, 1 person signed for another person and 30 signatures could not be read.   Tabaka asked how many signatures did the board get in against the off-sale liquor.  Bliss replied that the township had received about 10, however, the township did not send out a petition letter like the Golf Course did.  Bliss explained that as far as this board is concerned this topic is closed; however, the Golf Course could apply again for an off-sale liquor license.  Tabaka said this subject is not going to go away and that they plan on suing for damages and etc.    Tabaka then asked for a copy of the Bylaws.  Bliss reported that the Township is under State Statutes not bylaws.  Tabaka left the meeting.  
Board of Review – Bliss reported that the annual board of review was held today.  The people were questioning the valuation of their property.  The questions included how wetlands are valued and what level their land was assigned.  The issues today were much different than the issues ten years ago.  
NEW BUSINESS
Approve the claims - The clerk and treasurer presented claims in the amount of $7,549.13.  This includes donations to the Lake Area Dive Team, Northland Family Center, Family Safety Network and Friends of the Library totaling $5,000. These donations were approved at the annual meeting.  
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Renaming McCarthy Lake - Bliss read a letter from Don Hoppe of Cass County MIS regarding the township’s request to rename McCarthy Lake to the original name of McCartney Lake.  The clerk was asked to follow through with this.  The letter is attached to the original minutes of the meeting. 
Re-organize the board - Bliss explained that each April the board re-organizes for the year.   MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Nominate Bill Bliss as chair.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Nominate Patrick Butler as Vice Chair.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  nominate Ralph Schmidt as road and bridge supervisor.  Bliss will be the township’s representative to the Ambulance Building District and Butler will be the township’s representative to the Fire District.  
Bliss discussed the pay scale.  The breakdown is attached to the minutes. They discussed the responsibilities of each office.  The clerk has added duties and responsibilities.    MOTION:  Bliss/passed unanimously:  Increase the clerk’s base pay from $120 per month to $150 per month. 

(Thank you!) 

New bank signature cards - Bliss explained that because we now have a new treasurer the township needs new bank signature cards.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Authorize the chair, vice chair, clerk and treasurer to sign checks on behalf of the township.  

Adjournment - MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted



Approved

Barbara Anderson




William C. Bliss

Clerk 






Chair 
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