MINUTES OF 5-22-03

WABEDO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
The meeting of the Wabedo Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:03 p.m. at Wabedo Town Hall.

Roll Call:

Present: Ken Sausman, Jack Abrahamson, Ron Anderson, Craig Anderson and Sue Gehrman

Absent: Harold Harper

Guest: Bridget Chard

Introduced Bridget Chard of Sylvan Township-Small Communities Project Coordinator  

Discussion

The topic of discussion was the updating of Wabedo Townships Comprehensive Plan. Bridget Chard was present to help with this. The criteria for a comprehensive plan are critical habitat, agriculture, compatibility and aggregate resources (interim use permits for aggregate resources).

1) Commercial Corridors

A) Parking standards (check with county on setbacks etc.)

B) Downward lighting

C) Height of buildings

D) Frontages (wood, stone,)

E) Natural screening (trees, fences)

F) Limited signage

G) No heavy water use

H) No heavy industry

I) No junkyards (garbage, old cars, bags etc.)

J) Restaurants must meet standards (good soils, enough parking etc.)

It was suggested that pictures be taken of what we want buildings to look like. Wabedo Township has several businesses some of which are: Ridgewood Golf Course, A to Z Landscaping and Nursery, Cenex Gas, Nornberg Auto, Cass County Highway Dept., Antique House Stained Glass, The Wabedo Inn, Little Boy Resort, Ferrell Gas and MPL Tower (cellular towers). It was suggested that we not allow anymore cell towers in the township, but Bridget said we couldn’t do that. We have to allow them but we can put restrictions on them such as co-locating them on water towers or other tall structures. Nuisances that we feel are important are noise, jet skis, lights, animals, ATVs, snowmobiles, junk cars, garbage and garbage bags, odors, single wide trailers (minimum size, restrict the amount of time they can be used before building) and travel trailers (remove to storage for winter). Adult use changes in businesses were discussed Bridget thought they are only allowed in Ag. Forestry zones, but we will check  the county ordinance to make sure. Craig asked to update the zoning and access point maps. Setting a limit on the amount of liquor licenses for on sale and the township to vote on licenses for off sale. Residential criteria for single family dwellings and duplexes only. Bridget suggested looking into the ownership of second tier property to see if at all possible having someone besides developers buy them. Shared driveways in densely populated areas and wastewater issues and possible campgrounds were also discussed. 

When variances are received compare what the county states to our comprehensive plan. Have rational facts to base our decisions on. The 60-day rule to develop time line frames. Rewrite the PUD (Planned Unit Development) section of the plan. 

The Cass County Planning Commission did a site visit to Taylor Timber Development on Little Boy Lake and found it to be suitable and accessible. However, the variance hearing on this is May 28, 2003 at 7:30 p.m.

The Cass County Planning Commission did a site visit to Mule Lake Estates they found this to be suitable. The variance hearing is to be held on May 28, 2003 at 7:30 p.m.

Bridget had some suggestions to do: look into conservation based designs and fill out an EAW worksheet.

Additional meeting date: Tuesday June 3, 2003 at 6 p.m.

Next meeting date: Thursday June 5, 2003 at 7 p.m.

Abrahamson made a motion with a second by R. Anderson to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Gehrman, Secretary                                           Craig Anderson, Chairman
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