MINUTES OF 6-5-03

WABEDO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

The meeting of the Wabedo Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00

 p.m. at Wabedo Town Hall.

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call:

Present: Jack Abrahamson, Ken Sausman, Craig Anderson and Sue Gehrman

Absent: Ron Anderson and Harold Harper

Guests:

35

Sign in sheet attached to original minutes

Old Business

Review of the 5-28-03 County Planning meeting started with the Shaw conditional use permit. Shaw was asking for a permit to move more than 50 cubic yards of dirt while constructing their driveway. Some of the dirt is being used to fill in a man made bluff closer to the lake, which will make the area look better. The Wabedo Planning Commission was in favor of this and the County Planning Commission passed the permit. 

Taylor Timbers on Little Boy Lake: Terry Freeman of Landecker & Associates and Chris Fritch the owner and developer of the project were in attendance to present their proposal and hear the concerns of the people of the township. They made no changes to the original proposal of six-second tier lots with one access lot to Little Boy Lake. The Comprehensive Plan states that Wabedo Township will not support the development of controlled access lots that provide access for second tier or non-riparian development, Environmental Protection Policies #7. A letter written by Harlan Fierstine of the DNR was read at the urging of Ken Sausman and many concerned citizens. Chairman Anderson read the letter and a copy of this letter is attached to the original minutes. Susan Sundberg of the County Planning Commission made it clear that the County Planning Board has neither approved nor disapproved this proposal. This issue was tabled at the 5-28-03 County Planning meeting.  Landecker & Associates, along with Chris Fritch, will be revising their current proposal more in line with our Comprehensive Plan. This will be on the agenda for 7-3-03 Wabedo Township Planning Commission meeting. 

Mule Lake Estates: Terry Freeman of Landecker & Associates and Chris Fritch owner and developer presented their proposal of a PUD (Planned Unit Development) of ten small cabins with garages behind on 637 feet of lakeshore. Chairman Anderson questioned the use of a PUD in this case and read paragraph 1120.1 from the county land use ordinance. This proposal does not fit the Comprehensive Plan Housing Goal #2. Landecker & Associates and Chris Fritch will be revising this plan. This will be on the agenda for the 7-3-03 Wabedo Township Planning Commission meeting. 

The Wilson property on Lake Louise is asking for a variance to build 100’ from the lake on a natural environment lake that has a setback of 150’. The Cass County Board of Adjustments did a site visit and found a suitable spot at the 150’ setback and the 20’ roadside setback. A 5’ roadside variance may be applied for, C. Anderson found no problem with this. Bruce Black, President of Wabedo Little Boy Lakes Assoc. asked if the Wabedo Planning Commission would write a letter to the Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors to send to the Tri-County Leech Lake Watershed Foundation encouraging them to purchase this property so it can remain undeveloped. A motion by Sausman with a second by Abrahamson to write the letter to the Board of Supervisors. Passed.

New Business

The McDiarmid variance on Wabedo Lake is asking to divide their 210’ foot lot into two lots of 100’ and 110’. In the past this was originally two lots but would not meet today’s standard of a minimum of 150’ per lot. Susan Sundberg of the County Board of Adjustments voiced a concern that non-conforming lots should not be created.  A motion by Gehrman with a second by Sausman to deny for the reason that the township should not be creating non-conforming lots. Passed.

Peter Thielen presented the Planning Commission with some questions on property he may purchase on Little Boy Lake. The property is part of Rainbow Bay Resort that was split. His proposal would involve removing three buildings, filling shoreline holes to level, re-plat into two parcels and sell one of the parcels, add 15x20 addition to the rear of one of the cabins and remove one of three existing docks. We agreed to meet with him at the site on a date to be set. He was at the meeting for information only.

Approval of Minutes of 5-01-03

A motion by Sausman to approve the minutes as written. Second Abrahamson. Passed.

Approval of Minutes of 5-22-03

A motion by Sausman to approve the minutes as written. Second Abrahamson. Passed.

Approval of Minutes 6-03-03

A motion by Sausman to approve the minutes as written. Second Abrahamson. Passed.

Next Meeting Date:

July 3, 2003

A motion by Sausman with a second by Abrahamson to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,                                                          

Susan Gehrman, Secretary                                             Craig Anderson, Chairman
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