Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
June 13, 2006

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Ralph Schmidt, Patrick Butler, Treasurer Carole Houghton and Clerk Barbara Anderson

 Guests:  The sign in sheet is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  

1. CALL TO ORDER:   Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3. SECRETARY’S MINTUES   - The Board members received a written copy of the minutes prior to the meeting.   An addition was made on page 2 it should read Wabedo Township Driveway Proposed Requirements.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the minutes of the May 9, 2006 meeting as corrected.  

4. TREASURER’S REPORT - Houghton gave the Cash Control Statement and the Current Investment report for the month of May 2006.   MOTION:  Accept the Cash Control Statement with a balance of $36,946.65 and the Current Investment Report with a balance of $40,128.84.

5. RESIDENTS CONCERNS - There were none.
6. ROAD & BRDIGE – Ralph Schmidt
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1. Road work orders reserved /approved for year 2006:

Plowing & blading $20,000.00  Felton & Lott Work order #04 & 03
Road gravel work 8,000.00 Lott Work order #06
Road gravel work 7,000.00  Felton Work order #07
Shared maintenance 4,000.00
Gravel Crushing 14,000.00  Lott ‘Work order # 02
Brushing 7.8 miles 5,650.00  Welk logging Work order #01  complete
Magnesium chloride 19,287.84  Cass County Work order # 05
Total $77,937.84

Approved Workers Orders

Mowing road ditches 2,600.00 Lott Work order #08

Clearing road sides 720.00 Felton Work order #09

S. Little Boy Culvert (Owen drive) 1,088.00  Loit Work order #10
Total $4.,408.75

Total $82,346.59
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The projected road gravel cost from Felton was $15,832.00 & from Lott was $14,395.00

2. Putnam Paradise has a new name (Putnam’s Bear Tract Woods) located on Island view Road.
Bill Herheim will be constructing a new road into Bear Tract Woods. The road will be built to
meet township standards. He will be requesting the township to take over the road.

3. John from Crow Wing Power called and stated they will be digging in electrical cable on
Shangri-La Road. He was checking if the township was planning to do any major road work in
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the next 5 years. No major road work is scheduled or in the planning.
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Herheim said the gravel that was crushed into Class 5 was good quality.  The board approved the brushing Sioux Camp and Birch Lane for Felton Brothers. It was decided to review all road work order at the August meeting to set priorities.  

Happe as about the bridge on County Road 120 – is it going to be replaced?  Bliss explained that it is a county road not a township road.  Bliss encouraged Happe to call Dave Enblom at Cass County about the bridge.
7. OLD BUSINESS

· Ambulance Update – Bliss reported that Cass County Commissioners voted to establish a special taxing district for the Longville area ambulance service.  It is now up to the county to determine which ambulance service company will be hired.  Longville has agreed to keep the ambulance service running through the Joint Powers Board until the end of the year.

· Water Softener – This was tabled until after the tax money has been received.  

8. NEW BUSINESS

· Approve the Claims – The clerk and treasurer presented claims totaling $24,020.36 plus payroll for approval.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the payment of the claims as presented.

· Liquor license renewal for Ridgewood Golf Course – MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve the renewal of the on-sale liquor license for Ridgewood Golf Course.
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· Proposed Lazy Boy SSD  

· Set meeting date with Bridget Chard - Wednesday June 21st at 5:00 p.m. at the Town Hall.
· Set meeting date with residents - Saturday, July 8th at 10:00 a.m. at the Town Hall.
· MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Continue this meeting until June 21st when the Board meets with Chard.
· Fire Department – Butler reported that the fire department levy for next year will be $18,513.92.
· Newsletter - Anderson asked the Board for their in put on the newsletter.  She had included the final draft of the newsletter in their board packets.  There were no additions or corrections.  
9. PLANNING COMMISSION – Craig Anderson

· Anderson reported on the Planning Commissions meeting with Great River Energy.  There were about 30 people in attendance.  There was a lively discussion about the proposed power line.  Some alternative routes were suggested.  Great River Energy (GRE) will take these alternative routes under advisement.  Happed suggested that the township contact Jim Campbell for help in this matter.  

· The clerk reported that there are candidates for the opening on the Planning Commission.  The Board decided to interview the two candidates on June 21s...  The clerk will set up the meeting times.  
10. OTHER BUSINESS

·   USDA – Rural Development Information Meeting -    Bliss explained that this meeting is on water/wastewater and community facility programs.  MOTION:  Approve Bliss attending the USDA meeting on water/wastewater on June 30 in Grand Rapids.  Expenses will be paid.

11.  CORRESPONDENCE – The Board reviewed all the correspondence listed on the agenda.

12. ADJOURNMENT – MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Continue this meeting until June 21st at 5:00 p.m.

CONTNUED MEETING June 21, 2006

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Ralph Schmidt, Patrick Butler, Treasurer Carole Houghton, Clerk Barbara Anderson and Consultant Bridget Chard.
MEETING WITH CHARD
Chard reported that she had been contacted by the people who live on Lazy Boy Trail about the development of the Subordinate Septic District (SSD).  The people had asked for this district and the board had approved the formation of the district.  Rick Smith of Northland Septic had a plan for individual septic systems that would not require the formation of a SSD. The people were to work with Smith and get pricing and a plan.  Chard said the residents are not happy with how this is going and it is not what they want.  Chard has been doing some research and that system the residents want 
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is available.  She recommends meeting with Smith and the residents and talking this through.  In the mean time Chard will contact other companies for design prices.
Bill told Chard that the township will pay the up front costs for design. Chard discussed some possible designs that could be considered.  

It was suggested that Chard talk to Troy and Nancy Loren of Little Boy Resort about an easement for the drain field.  Chard said that one of the residents had already spoken to Loren about this possibility.

Chard will also check for ordinance update regarding the SSD.

The clerk was asked to keep a very detailed expense sheet for this project.  

Chard left the meeting.  Schmidt also left the meeting at this time.  

LAPTOP COMPUTER FOR CLERK – Bliss discussed the possibility of the clerk having a laptop computer so she can have the information the board needs at the meetings.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Approve the purchase of a laptop computer for the clerk not to exceed $2,000.    Butler suggested getting a printer also, if possible and stay within the $2,000.

INTERVIEWS FOR PLANNING COMMISSION

The board interviewed Patricia Larson and Ron Stokesbary.  

The candidates were asked the following questions.

1. What is your vision for the future of Wabedo Township?

2. Why do you want to be on the Planning Commission?

3. What’s the most important thing you can add to the Planning Commission?

4. A township cannot have guidelines that are less restrictive than what the county has in its ordinances.  But in some cases the township’s comprehensive plan is stricter then the county ordinances.  What are your thoughts about local planning versus county planning?

5. A Planning Commissioner must work with many different people, including county administrators, surveyors, land developers and the public.  Tell us how you think that you get along with people.
6. It is difficult for many people to speak up in public.  Are you confidents about your ability to speak up in a public meeting, whether it is at the local or the county level?

7.  In our area there is a group called the Sky Blue Waters Joint Powers organization that is looking at surface water management issues.  What are your thoughts about surface water management>

The two supervisors did not agree on which candidate to appoint to the Planning Commission.  They asked the clerk to have Ralph Schmidt interview each candidates using the same questions.  The appointment will be made at the July meeting.
There was no other business.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 



Approved


Barbara Anderson 




William C. Bliss 
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