Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors Meeting
May 9, 2006

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisor Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Carole Houghton and Clerk Barbara  

               Anderson

Absent:  Supervisor Patrick Butler

Guests:  There were 10 guests – sign in sheet is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.

Call to order – Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance - The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Special presentation – Rick Heuring of Great River Energy discussed the proposed power line along County Road 54.  Great River Energy provides power to Crow Wing Power and Lake Country Power.  A high voltage line is needed to bring more power to a sub station located in Kego Township.  Heuring laid out the time line for this work to be done.  A public hearing needs to be held, permits will be obtained in June – August, easements from property owners will be obtained, construction to start in the spring of 2007 and completion by the heating season in 2007.
Bliss told Heuring to work with and through the Wabedo Township planning commission.  Heuring asked to be put on the agenda for the June 8th planning commission meeting.

He thanked the board and left the meeting.  

Approval of Minutes – The supervisors received a written copy of the minutes of the May meeting prior to the meeting.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve the minutes of the May 9, 2006 meeting as written.

Treasurer’s report -   Houghton reviewed the Cash Control Statement and the Current Investment Report for April and a revised report for March.  Bliss reminded that at the March meeting the board passed a motion to have $30,000 transferred from the road and bridge account to the general fund.  This has not been done.  Bliss explained that each levy needs to be kept separate that is why the transfer is needed.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed accept the March and April reports. 
Residents Concerns – 

· Ron Stokesbary asked about the building permit follow up.  This needs more follow up.  Bill Berger reported that Cass County is hiring a building inspector.  The clerk will follow up on this.

· Stokesbary asked about the access lot on Little Boy.  Bliss reported that the board just received a follow up letter from the County’s attorney.  The attorney stated that he can only give opinions to the county.  The clerk will follow up with Environmental Services. 

· Stokesbary asked about the new town hall – where is this?  Bliss explained that the annual meeting the residents did not give the board any direction on the town hall for this year.  The board is willing to look at all lands and possible building plans.

· Stokesbary commented that the website is not up to date.  The clerk will make sure this up to date.
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Road & Bridge
Schmidt gave the following report

· Re reviewed the reserves/approved for 2006
· Plowing & blading

$20,000.00

· General maintenance 
  
  15,000.00

· Shared maintenance

    4,000.00

· Gravel Crushing

  14,000.00

· Brushing 7.9 miles

     5,650.00 Done

· Magnesium chloride

  19,287.84

The board reviewed the proposed work for this summer.  They approved a new culvert by the north end of Norway Lane.   They tabled any more road work decisions until next month.  The gravel crushing needs to be completed to determine how much gravel is available for road projects.  
· Schmidt discussed asphalt paving on township roads.  It was brought out that a meeting be held with the residents who live on Glenmar to discuss what is involved in paving a township road.   All residents need to agree to have the road paved before the township will consider paving it. 

· Schmidt met with Craig Anderson, planning commissioner, to discuss driveway standards.  They are concerned as to the depth we want to get into this, such as culvert payment, permit charges, who is first contact, who starts and has the required papers, inspection personal and who has final approval authority.  Schmidt handed out a rough draft.  

[image: image1.png]WABEDO TOWNSHIP DRIVEWAY REQUIREMENTS:
May 2006
1. Driveway and access standards
1. Driveway should intersect the township road at a right angle.
Driveway width should be a minimum of twenty feet (20 feet) and not more
than twenty-four feet (24 feet). Driveway surfaces should intersect township

road flat, to prevent water from washing down the township road.

2. One (1) driveway per parcel is allowed. Additional drives will require
board action.

2. Driveway construction:

1. Wetland permits need to be obtained in advance.
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[image: image2.png]2. All work done within township right-of-way is subject to approval of
the township board.

3. Driveway shall be so constructed as to slope down and away from the
shoulder line of the township road for a distance of at least 15 feet with a fall
of at least 6 inches.

4. Driveway fill slopes shall be constructed 4 to 1 (4° horizontal to 1’
vertical) and be seeded.

5. If a culvert is needed, it must be approved by the town board before
installation.

6. After the driveway entrance is completed, the landowner or contractor
shall notify the town board that the work has been completed and is ready
for final inspection and approval by the town board.

7. No foreign material will be left on the township road, or road right-of-
way such as rocks or left over building materials of any item that could
cause an accident.




The Board asked the clerk to send a letter to Lott Excavating stating that if the gravel crushing is not done by May 31st the township will contact other companies to have the work done.

The Board discussed the proposed road work for Island View Road.  There is a lot of work to be done before the actual road work begins.  The power company needs to move a pole.   It was determined that this project will not be started this year.  

Schmidt was asked to contact Felton Brothers and Lott Excavating and ask them to have representative at the June board meeting to discuss 2006 road projects.

Old Business

Ambulance update – Bliss reported that the ambulance joint powers board is continuing to working toward a resolution to this problem.  Woodrow Township continues to pay their portion of the monthly bills, but still has not joined the joint powers board.  

Water Softener – Bliss reported Echo Water was out and tested the water.  Echo Water has a used water softener for $400 that will help get rid of the iron.  It will not get rid of the rings in the toilets.  It was decided to table this until after the tax settlement checks come in.  

Public Hearing – Johnson - Butler reported that he, Schmidt and Anderson attended the public hearing.  The property owner was not there nor were there any neighbors.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve the petition from Laurie Johnson to have Wabedo Township vacate the 
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100’ x 15’ portion by her property at 2835 Stoney Creek Rd NE, Range 28, Section 26, Plat Manders Muskie Bay, Lot 9,Wabedo Township 140-28.  The clerk will send Johnson a letter.
New Business

Approve payment of claims – The clerk presented the claims for payment.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve the payment of claims totaling $13,225.58 and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency claim of $3,131.94, plus payroll.  

Board of Review – Bliss reported that four residents attended the meeting asking for more information about their property taxes.  Some of the residents will meet with the County.

Ambulance lawsuit – Bliss discussed an alternative way of addressing the ambulance situation – a lawsuit.  Challenge that area of the state law where one unit of government providing service to another unit.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  The Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors has discussed the potential of a possible lawsuit and authorizes Bliss to pursue as necessary.  

Resolution – Bliss discussed a possible resolution supporting the creation of an EMS special taxing district.   Bliss explained that all townships need to sign this resolution before June 30, 2006.  This will then be presented to the Cass County Commissioners.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Authorize Bliss, as chair of Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors, to sign the Resolution # 5-9-06-1 Resolution Supporting the Creation of Longville EMS Taxing District. 

Planning Commission – Craig Anderson

There were three variances this past month.
· Archer – no paperwork was received by the township.  Wabedo recommended postponing for one month.  The Cass County Board of Adjustment granted the variance for tearing dow an old house, building a new house, tearing down an old garage for septic area and building a new garage.  

· Eck – Wabedo recommended the approval of the house variance, but deny the garage.  The Cass County Board of Adjustment approved the township recommendation.

· Peterson - the variance was to add on to an existing garage or take it down and build a bigger garage.  Wabedo could not find any hardship – there were too many buildings to meet the lot formula and recommended the variance be denied.  Cass County Board of Adjustment approved the variance as requested.  (Anderson noted that this is one of the few times the Cass County Board of Adjustment did not listen to the township recommendation).
Anderson reported that Ken Sausman has resigned from the Planning Commission.  The clerk was asked to place an ad in the newspaper.  

Correspondence – The board reviewed the correspondence received this past month. The list of correspondence is listed on the agenda for this position.
Adjournment – MOTION:  Schmidt/passed: Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,                                                  Approved

Barbara Anderson, Clerk 



   William C. Bliss, Chair 
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