Wabedo Township

Board of Supervisors Meeting

January 11, 2005

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors – Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Deputy Treasurer Alicia Burgers, and Clerk Barbara Anderson

Excused: Carole Houghton

Guests:  The sign in sheet is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

MINUTES:  The supervisors had received a copy of the written minutes prior to the meeting for review.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the minutes as presented. .

TREASURER’S REPORT - Deputy Treasurer Burgers gave the treasurer’s report for the month of December 2004.  The balance on the Cash Control Statement was $71,010.29 and the balance in the Current Investments was $39,882.81.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Accept the treasurer’s report for the month of December 2004 as presented.  Copies of the reports are attached to the original minutes of this meeting.
The board discussed the large balance in the Ambulance account.  Burgers will ask Treasurer Houghton to look into this.  

ROAD & BRIDGE

Supervisor’s road reports - Schmidt    A copy of his report is attached to the original minutes of this meeting. 
· Sign inspection, night visibility and inventory conducted on Dec. 29, 2004.  All township road signs are in good condition and did fully illuminate.

· Road Calcium chloride.    The board discussed the facts about calcium chloride, the cost facts and the gravel loss facts.  Schmidt reported that chloride has merit, very good in some areas.  An overall spot spraying could be more cost effective, but could be more of a hassle, with road prep and spraying time.  

The board asked Schmidt to review the cost of gravel and chloride over the past few years.

Schmidt reported that he talked to Amy Rand the Resource Manager of the Cass County Land Department regarding the three trees on the edge of Sioux Camp Road.  Rand said the trees are on the right-of-way of County Administered Land.   The red pine tree that has a diameter of 22 inches has a value of $75.00.  If the township pays the value then Felton can remove the tree.  The board discussed the trees.  It was suggested that Jim Ballenthin be offered the trees for $75.00.  He would have to haul the trees to his property and then he could have the wood.  Schmidt will contact him.
OLD BUSINESS

Additions to the LBSSD – The clerk was asked to send a follow up to the property owners involved.
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Guidelines for ads in the township newsletter – Last month the board discussed allowing businesses to place ads in the township newsletter.  Some guidelines to consider are:  ads should be placed on an insert page; limit the size of the ad; any company can place an ad; all ads must be approved by the board; the board will set the price for size of ads.  This will be discussed at the annual meeting to see if the residents approve of paid ads in the township newsletter.

Kuhl follow up   - Anderson reported that she has not received any correspondence from Kuhl.  

Law Suite Update – Anderson reported that no hearing date has been set at this time.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve the payment of claims – The clerk and deputy treasurer presented the monthly claims and payroll for payment approval.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve payment of all claims as presented.  

Local Government Alliance - Bliss read a letter from the Local Government Alliance (LGA).  He explained that LGA is a lobbying group.  The group has been very active on behalf of townships over the past few years.  We have been a member since it started.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:   Approve payment of the LGA contract of $187.50 for 2005.  This bill will be presented next month for payment.
Fire District - Butler is Wabedo Township’s representative to the fire district.  Bliss reminded him that there should be a meeting coming up soon to set the fire levy.

Board of Audit – Bliss reminded the board that at the February meeting the board of supervisors will be auditing the clerk’s and treasurer’s books.

Budget work - Bliss also reminded the board that at the February meeting the board will be working on the budget.
Wastewater workshop – Anderson said she had received a telephone message about a wastewater workshop coming up in Duluth.  She will look into the time and place.  

Annual Meeting - The annual meeting is set by the State for the second Tuesday in March.  This year the meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 8th at 8:00 p.m.  Anderson reported that the filing date closed at 5:00 p.m. today.  The two candidates that filed were Bill Bliss for supervisor and Carole Houghton for treasurer.
March meeting date – Bliss explained that because the annual meeting is scheduled for the second Tuesday in March the board meeting will have to be moved.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Move the March monthly board meeting to Wednesday, March 9th at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall.
PLANNING COMMISSION

Craig Anderson reported that the work on the comprehensive plan has been completed.  As soon as Bridget Chard, our consultant, finishes the final draft the plan will be put on the township web site.  In the spring the planning commission will hold an open house and then the public hearing. 

Adjournment – MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted



Approved

Barbara Anderson



William C. Bliss

Clerk





Chair

