Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
Monthly Meeting

April 12, 2005

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Carole Houghton and Clerk Barbara Anderson

Guests:  The sign in sheet is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.

Call to order – Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance - The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Approval of Minutes – The Board had received a written copy of the minutes of the March meeting prior to the meeting. 
MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Approve the minutes of March meeting as written.

Treasurer’s report – Houghton reported on the Cash Control Statement and the Investments for the month of March 2005.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Accept the treasurer’s report for the month of March with the Cash Control balance of $68,673.41 and the Investment report balance of $40,150.11 as presented by the Treasurer.  

ROAD & BRIDGE 

Supervisor’s reports – Schmidt reported:

1. Road mowing along the township roads was completed as shown.

2. Heads up – Federal Highway is working on a final rule to eliminate Engineer Grade Sheeting from being used on roads signs.  Scheduled to be finalized during 3rd quarter session 2005.

3. Short course information.

· Checked all signs to be sure they can be seen at night and have the inspection on file.  This was done on Dec. 29, 2004.  All of our signs did reflect and can be seen as soon as light hits the signs.

· The use of roll up signs for road construction is OK as long as workers are on site.  The use of a hard sign barricade is required when work is halted over night or longer periods.    Called Newman Traffic signs and received the following prices:

i. Type III 3 panel Minnesota approved 1 barricade $148.90 plus shipping

ii. Magnetic sign (for Schmidt’s car) 12 x 18’  2 signs $37.40 plus shipping

4. Dave Felton 2005 extra work sheet.

5. Need to set road inspection date with Bill Herheim.  The date of Friday, April 15th at 10:00 a.m. was set.   (A copy of his written report is attached to the original minutes of this meting).
Schmidt reviewed some projects that need to be looked at this year.  The road inspection meetings will be held this month.  Next month at the regular monthly board meeting the Board will review all the proposed road projects and prioritize the work to be done this summer.  

Road meeting with Felton - Schmidt reviewed some of the suggested road work on the roads that Felton maintains.  The roads are in very good condition this spring.

Road quotes   - Bliss opened the road quotes received from Felton Brothers and Lott Excavating for the period April 2005 through April 2006.  
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Road quotes continued

Felton Brothers

Per hour

Lott Excavating

per hour

Grader



$73


Grader



$75

Snow plowing


$75


Snow plowing


$65

175B Loader 


$95




515 Loader


$77
Dump truck pit run gravel
$92

Dump truck class 5

$90

Pit run gravel


$.80/yrd

Class #5


$6.00/yard

Excavator


$125

Tandem dump


$55

Mower



$58

D-5 Cat


$125

Bobcat



$75

644 Loader


$76

Both companies indicated that costs have increased about $2.00 per hour due to the cost of gas.

The original quotes are attached to the original minutes of this meeting.
MOTION: Butler/passed:  Accept the road maintenance quotes from Felton Brothers and Lott Excavating for the period April 2005 to April 2006 as  received.  The road work will be divided for this period in the same manner as the previous year.  
Road inspection meeting date – The meeting date to inspect the roads maintained by Lott Excavating was set for Friday, April 15th at 10:00 a.m.

Dead head walls - Bliss explained that dead head walls are illegal.  An article about this should be in the newsletter. 

Asphalt driveways - It was decided that there should be an article in the newsletter about the approaches from township roads to the asphalt driveway.  Schmidt will help Anderson with this article.  It was also discussed that this could be an article in the local newspaper. Perhaps contacting other townships in the area to see if they want to be included in the newspaper article.  The clerk will contact MATS for help writing this article.

Cost of road signs – The board would also like an article in the newsletter regarding the cost of replacing signs.  Perhaps the residents will be more careful if they know what the replacement signs cost. 

OLD BUSINESS

ACS Agreement - The Board discussed the Franchise Agreement from ACS.  The City of Longville is adopting the franchise fees and Kego Township is choosing to waive the franchise fee.  The Board decided that Wabedo Township elects to waive the franchise fees.   MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Wabedo Township elects to waive the franchise fee. .  The clerk will fill out the necessary paper work. 

Insurance Policy - Because the insurance policy was just received from MATIT the board will take a month to review it.
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Law suit decision – Bliss reminded the board that the judges in the Court of Appeals had until June 10th to render their decision.  The decision was rendered on April 5th and they affirmed the Township decision to deny an off-sale liquor license to Ridgewood Golf Course.  The Tabaka’s now have 60 days to appeal this decision at the Minnesota Supreme Court.  
Easement thru DNR land – next step - Anderson has received a letter from the DNR granting Wabedo Township the easement through the DNR property.  The township applied for this easement on behalf of Charles Housladen.  Bliss stated the next step is to have an easement agreement from the Township to Housladen.  Rebecca Anderson, the township lawyer, should be the one to write this easement agreement.  
Anderson will contact the lawyer.    MOTION:  Butler/passed:  table this for one month.

Short Course review – Last month the board approved time and expenses for all members to attend the Spring Short Courses put on by MAT.  The attendees thought that this was a very good course.  

Region V – Last month the Board received an invitation from Region V to attend a Listen Session Butler reported that he went to Pine River on the stated date and time.  There were three other people who where there for the same meeting.  No one from Region V nor did any of the legislators come to the meeting.  Bliss said he would report this to Region V.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve claims for payment - The treasurer and clerk presented claims totaling $7,099.11 plus payroll.  The claims include donations approved at the annual meeting to Lake Country First Responders of $5,000 and Family Safety Network of $1,500. MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve payment of the claims as presented.

Newsletter – The Board approved all expenses associated with the annual newsletter.

Sign MAT form – The clerk asked all board members to sign the MAT form.  This form is signed annually.  It verifies the names, addresses and e-mails of all the board members.

Region V letter  - The board received a letter from Region Five regarding Cass County’s efforts to protect its lakes and ground water by targeting failing and non-compliant septic systems.  There is special funding available.  This information should be included in the newsletter.  

Re-organize the Board of Supervisors - Each April the board re-organizes.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Each board member will keep the same position and responsibilities as last year.  

OTHER CORRESPONDENCE  

The Board reviewed all the other correspondence that was listed on the agenda.   They also reviewed upcoming meeting dates.

ADJOURN - MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Approved,

Barbara Anderson, Clerk 



William C. Bliss, Chair Date of approval  
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