Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
August 10, 2004

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Carole Houghton, and Clerk Barbara Anderson

The guest sign in sheet is attached to the original minutes of this meeting. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Approval of Minutes - Anderson presented the minutes of the June 12, July 13 and August 9, 2004.  MOTION: 

Schmidt/passed:  Approved the minutes of the North Bay Road Hearing on June 12; Monthly board meeting minutes of July 13 and the minutes of the Pieper Petition meeting on August 9 as written.

Treasurer’s Report - Houghton presented the following reports:  Cash Flow Statement for the month of July has an ending balance of $91,091.08 and the Current Investment Report for the same time has a grand total of $42,284.43.  MOTION: Butler/passed unanimously:  Accept the treasurer’s reports as presented.  Houghton reported that she checked on the interest rates on the Certificates of Deposit.  The interest rates on last month’s report were incorrect.  The new interest rates are reflected on this month’s report.  The interest rates are 3% and 1.3%. 
ROAD AND BRIDGE

Eric Slindee - Slindee reported that he owns land on the east side of Mule Lake Estates.  He is having a property line dispute with the owner of Mule Lake Estates, Chris Fritch.  Fritch’s lawyer, Tom Getty, has asked Slindee to sign a quit claim on the portion of the Slindee property that Fritch claims as his.  Slindee does not want to sell this property.  Slindee explained all the problems he is having over this portion of his land.  The portion in question is about 90’ wide at one end.  Slindee asked the Board to send a letter to Cass County asking them not to sign off on this plat until the boundary dispute has been settled.  The Board discussed this problem at length.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  The clerk was asked to write a letter to Cass County asking them to hold off on their final decision on the Mule Lake Estates Plat until the boundary dispute is settled.  The Board directed the clerk to send a letter to Paul Fairbanks at Cass County, Mike Wetzel, chair of the Cass County Planning Commission and all members of the Cass County Planning Commission. 
Supervisors Report – Schmidt explained that during the Short Courses he learned that if public funds were used to maintain a road for the last 6 years it becomes a public road.  How does this relate to North Bay Drive?  Bliss explained that the DNR maintains this road not the township.  It is a DNR road.   The Board discussed the possibility of discussing roads at the annual meeting.  The Township has maintained roads; it has never developed a road.  Perhaps the township should increase the road levy to pay for a project like North Bay Drive.  The Board discussed the North Bay Drive meetings and that Dan and Nan Chesla have indicated that Steve Baker is their lawyer in this matter.  The clerk was asked to send a letter to Baker asking if in deed he does represent Chesla in this matter.  
Rustic Road Standards are not in our present comprehensive plan.  Should it be in the revised plan?
Schmidt talked about road right-of-ways.  At the short courses there was lots of discussion on this.  Liability to townships has become a problem.  How do we go about checking our roads?  It was suggested that the clerk the contact technical college in Detroit Lakes and ask if they could take this on as a class project.    A copy of Schmidt’s report is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.

North Bay Drive - The Board discussed the two meetings held at North Bay Drive.   The residents of that road petitioned the township to make it a Township road.  The petition was withdrawn by the petitioners because not everyone on the road could agree on what should be done.   It was suggested that at the annual meeting next year we expend funds on North Bay Drive by increasing levy to pay for project such as this.

Letter to Baker - Bliss explained that at the last meeting at North Bay Drive, Nan Chesla reported that her legal counsel was unable to attend the meeting. The Board discussed sending Baker a letter for clarification if his involvement in this matter.    MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Have the clerk send a letter to Mr. Steven Baker asking if he was representing Chesla in this matter with the DNR, and if so the township will hold off any action until this dispute is settled.

Housladen - Bliss reminded the board that the State will not grant an easement across state land to an individual.  Last month Housladen asked the township to ask for the easement on his behalf.  The township has received $500 from Housladen; this money needs to be sent in with the application.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Send the check and application to the DNR on behalf of Charles T. Housladen.

Gravel Pit – The gravel has been crushed.   We do not know how much gravel was crushed.

OLD BUSINESS

Pieper Petition - Mr. & Mrs. Pieper petitioned the township to vacate the land adjacent to their property.  The township held a public meeting at the site.  This is not a township road; therefore, the township cannot vacate any land.  The Board reviewed and accepted the Findings of Fact (a copy is attached to the original minutes of this meeting).  

Golf Course Law Suit - Bliss reported that we have been served.  It will be heard in the Court of Appeals.  Our insurance has hired Gordon Hansmeier to represent the township in this matter.  We will be meeting with Hansmeier in a closed meeting to discuss the case.  
Ambulance Meeting – Bliss reviewed the history of the ambulance district building.  The City of Longville is trying to work on paying back the townships and cities that have paid into the building.  

NATaT – Bliss thanked the board for agreeing to pay his expenses for attending the NATaT convention in September; but he has decided not to go. 

NEW BUSINESS

Insurance - The Board agreed to change from MSI Insurance to MATIT.  MATIT is through the Minnesota Association of Townships.

Approve the Claims - Anderson and Houghton presented the claim for payment.  A copy of the claims is attached to the original minutes of the meeting.  MOTION:  Butler/passed unanimously:  Approve payment of the claims in the amount of $13,489.38 and payroll in the amount of $1,129.68.

Election judges- Anderson presented names of people who have agreed to be trained and serve as election judges this year.  They are: Lorin Neuenfeldt, Carol Neuenfeldt, Craig Anderson, Ginny Anderson, Carole Houghton, Dolores Kurz, Laura Mayer, Ed Olson and Michael Small.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve of the names listed above for training and serving as election judges.  

September election judges – Anderson presented Craig Anderson, Carol Neuenfeldt and Ginny Anderson for the election judges at the primary on September 14, 2004.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the names listed above as election judges for the primary election in September.

Region V workshop - The Board discussed the Region V workshop to be held on August 11.  There will be no one attending this workshop.

Short courses - Houghton reported that she was able to ask several questions about the computer program we use – CTAS.  All thought it was a very good short course.

PLANNING COMMISSION – Craig Anderson

Anderson explained there was a variance from Freberger to build a guest cottage.  They have 220’ feet of lake shore and the requirement is 225’.  There are 9 acres on the lot. Their plan was to put a guest cabin on the existing driveway and move the driveway.  The planning commission is against this plan; however they suggested that the cabin be place somewhere else. Freberger agreed to this and the Planning Commission approved the new plan.   The Board of Adjustment approved.
Sue Gehrman and Jack Abrahamson have written letters to the Board requesting they be re-appointed to the planning commission.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Reappoint Sue Gehrman and Jack Abrahamson to the Wabedo Township Planning Commission for a three year term.  

CORRESPONDENCE 

Bliss reviewed the letter from the Leech Lake Water Shed.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Approved:

Barbara Anderson




William C. Bliss

Clerk






Chair








Date _______________________
