Wabedo Township
Board of Supervisors

February 12, 2003

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Patrick Butler, Bill Berger, Treasurer Alicia Burgers, and

                Clerk Barbara Anderson 

Guests:  Mark Leshovsly, Craig Anderson, Jared Zurn, Stephen Evens, Anita Zaske, Doug Mayer, Ralph Schmidt, Ken Sausman, Dick Pullen, Mandy Van Steenwyk, Nathan Tabaka, Marilynn Davis, Ken Jacobson, Tom Dollins

Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Agenda - The agenda was approved as written.  Motion:  Butler/ passed:  Approved the agenda for the Board of Supervisors meeting held on February 12, 2003 as written.

Minutes – A correction was made to the minutes of January 9, 2003 on page 2 under the list of possible road work.  The first word should read Berger not Burgers.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approved the minutes as corrected. 
Town Hall Update – Bliss explained that the Board has been working with the students and instructor from Northwest Technical College in Detroit Lakes on a floor plan for a new town hall.  Two years ago at the annual meeting the Board was directed to have the present town hall appraised.  They did.  The next year at the annual meeting the Board was directed to look at possible floor plans and building sites.  That is what they have been doing and will present the information at the annual meeting in March. 

The students and instructor presented plan D.  Plan D is a combination of plans a-c.  The building can be built in stages.  The town hall and the garage can be built connected or as two separate buildings.  The design is based on a pre-engineered steel construction.  Zurn explained that he has been working with a local company in the Detroit Lakes area to get the costs.  The town hall completed, with sheet rock, carpet, HVAC, acoustic ceiling, tile floors, water & sewer, well, electricity, data and phone is $249,375.  This equals $25 a square foot.  This price does not include land and kitchen appliances.  The price of the garage with heat, bathroom, and exhaust fans is $125,000.  The Board and the students will present this at the annual meeting on March 11, 2003.  The Board thanked the students and they left the meeting.
Special business 
Ralph Schmidt – Schmidt is concerned about South Hunter Lake Road.  This road has been used by residents in the area over several years.  He concern is can any of the land owners whose property the road runs through close the road.  Bliss explained the “use of prescription”, that if a road has been used for the same purpose for over 7 years it cannot be closed.  He also explained that South Hunter Lake Road is not a township road; therefore, the Board has no jurisdiction.  He suggested that Schmidt and the other land owners contact Rebecca Anderson, perhaps she can help them.  Anderson is the attorney the township uses.  
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Liquor License – Nathan Tabaka presented a request from Ridgewood Golf Course for On Sale, Off Sale, and Sunday liquor licenses.  The Board discussed all three licenses. They agreed to the On Sale and Sunday licenses.  There is no Off Sale liquor license in Wabedo Township at the present time. They would like input from the residents of the township.  MOTION:  Berger/passed:  Approve the application of liquor license for Ridgewood Golf Course for the On Sale and Sunday liquor licenses, and table the Off Sale liquor license for one month, and put the question of off sale liquor license on the agenda for the annual meeting to get input from the residents of Wabedo Township.
Coyrell Cartway – This item has been tabled at the request of Coryell until this meeting.  The clerk was instructed to write a letter to Coryell for him to sign stating that he has requested that the petition be tabled.  

ROAD AND BRIDGE

Supervisor’s road report - There was nothing to report.  There has been very little snow this past month.   Butler reported that he attended a meeting where the future of County Road 7 was discussed.  It will not be closed this year.  When the work is started a bypass will be used closing one lane at a time. The bridge work will probably be done in about 2005. 
There was some discussion with Dollins who lives at the end of Shangri-La.  He asked the board to consider chloriding the road.  Shangri-La is a road that is shared with Kego Township.  Kego’s portion of the road has had a chloride application is working well.  Also, Dollins suggested that the board look into curve signs at two places at the end of Shangri-La.  The Board agreed to look at the signage problem when they do road inspections in May.  Berger said that the Board could consider chloriding the road; however, the traffic count does not support it.  

TREASURER’S REPORT - Burgers presented the treasurer’s reports for the month of January 2003.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the treasurer’s cash control statement with a balance of $60,315.12 and the current investment report with a balance of $46,089.05 as of January 31, 2003.  They noted that the Planning Commission has a negative balance and discussed transferring funds.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Authorize the treasurer to transfer $1,500 from the general fund to the planning commission.

 Board of Audit - The clerk and the treasurer presented their books for the board to audit.  Bliss explained that because the township has a duo bookkeeping system with the clerk and treasurer each keeping their own set of books the Township board can audit the books.  It was noted that all accounts balance.  Each supervisor signed each set of books. 
OLD BUSINESS

Wastewater Seminar – Butler reported on the seminar.  He said it was a very interesting day and he learned a lot.  The topics discussed really made people aware of the possible problems with wastewater.  He put the materials from the seminar in the township library.

Meeting with Longville Ambulance Service - Bliss explained that the Longville Ambulance Service had invited the 17 townships and two cities they serve to attend a meeting to discuss the future of the ambulance service.  The ambulance service is financially hurting.  There was some discussion at the meeting about the possibility of setting up an ambulance district similar to the fire department 
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district.  However, at this time the City of Longville believes they should own and operate the ambulance service.   It was suggested that a task force be set up to work on this issue. Bliss reported that the ambulance district, the body that owns the ambulance building, is having a meeting at which time a representative from North Ambulance Service will discuss how they run their service. 
Local Government Alliance Meeting - Bliss reported on the meeting he attended with the Local Government Alliance (LGA).  The LGA is a lobby group the township has joined to watch over annexation laws and any possible changes.  He updated the board on what the LGA is doing at this time.


NEW BUSINESS

Pay the bills - The treasurer and clerk presented the bills to be approved totaling $663.92 and the payroll totaling $308.71. MOTION: Berger/passed:  Approved the payment of the bills as presented. 

Appoint election judges - Anderson suggested Carol Neuenfeldt, Craig Anderson and Laura Mayer for election judges for the township election.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Appoint Carol Neuenfeldt, Craig Anderson, and Laura Mayer as election judges for the township election to be held on March 11, 2003 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Annual meeting - The Board set March 18, 2003 as an alternative date for the annual meeting of Wabedo Township in case of snow.   They reviewed the agenda for the meeting and included the following items as old business – town hall update, road equipment update, selling the present town hall, and under new business off sale liquor in Wabedo Township.

Budget for 2004 - The Board reviewed the budget that has been set for 2003 and worked on the proposed budget for 2004.  The proposed budget for 2004 will be presented at the annual meeting for the residents to vote on.


[image: image1.emf]2003 2004

Road & Bridge 75,000.00 $       75,000.00 $                  

Fire 16,610.00 $       18,076.80 $                  

Ambulance 4,500.00 $         4,500.00 $                    

General 15,000.00 $       20,000.00 $                  

Total 111,110.00 $     117,576.80 $                


Board of Review – Anderson presented the notice from Steven Kuha, Cass County Assessor stating that the Board of Review from Wabedo Township has been set for April 21, 2003 at 10:00 a.m.

Economic Plan for Cass County - Bliss explained that there is going to be a meeting of interested townships on February 24, 2003 at 1:00 p.m. at Deep Portage.  This meeting came about in part because of the telephone calls he has received asking about Wabedo’s planning commission.  How does it work, how do we start one, etc.  There is also a group of people who are interested in the 
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economic development of Cass County.  Both topics will be discussed at Deep Portage.  Craig 
Anderson, chair of Wabedo’s planning commission, has been asked to speak on how it is working and Bridget Chard will talk about the steps that need to be taken to set one set up.  MOTION:  

Berger/passed that we pay for postage for Anderson to send out notices of the meeting February 24, 2003 at Deep Portage to the clerks of the townships in District 5.  
MATS E & O – Bliss explained that Minnesota Associations of Townships is self insuring the Errors and Omissions Policy.  The Board discussed the possible changes with self insuring.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed Move to adopt the Resolution to participate in the Minnesota Association of Township Insurance and Bond Trust and to apply for participation in the Trust’s public officials’ liability insurance program.  

Letter from Crow Wing Power – Anderson presented the letter from Crow Wing Power requesting that Wabedo Township give them a blanket authorization to do their work in the township.  The Board discussed this request. The Board is concerned about the road projects that have been set for 2003.  There is a need to carefully monitor the proposed work and to coordinate the townships road projects with Crow Wing Powers projects.   MOTION:  Berger/passed: Deny the request from Crow Wing Power for a blanket authorization to do work in Wabedo Township; that Wabedo Township wants to be notified of any and all work being proposed in the township.  Anderson will send Crow Wing Power a letter.
Adjournment - MOTION:  Berger – Move to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Approved:

Barbara Anderson




William C. Bliss

Clerk






Chair 
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		Item		2003 budget		proposed 2004 budget

				2003		2004

		Road & Bridge		$   75,000.00		$   75,000.00

		Fire		$   16,610.00		$   18,076.80

		Ambulance		$   4,500.00		$   4,500.00

		General		$   15,000.00		$   20,000.00

		Total		$   111,110.00		$   117,576.80






