Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
November 13, 2007

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisor Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Carole Houghton and Clerk Barbara Anderson 

Excused:  Supervisor Patrick Butler

Guests:  The sign-in sheet is attached to the original minutes of this meeting

CALL TO ORDER- Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE– The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

AGENDA– The following items were added to the agenda:  Treasurer’s report –Signature cards and SSD Bills; Road & Bridge – Gravel Bids; New Business – MAT annual meeting.  MOTION: Bliss/passed:  Approve the agenda for the November 13, 2007 meeting as corrected.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES- The Supervisors had received a copy of the minutes prior to the meeting for review.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve the minutes of the October 9, 2007 meeting as written.

TREASURER’S REPORT -Houghton read the Cass Control Statement for the month of October 2007.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Accept the treasurer’s report for October 2007 as presented.  

The Board also discussed planning commission line item.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Authorize the Treasurer to transfer $1,200.00 from General Fund to Planning Commission.   Houghton asked about the signature cards at the bank.  Supervisor Butler has not been available for signing checks.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Authorized Supervisor Schmidt as a signatory for Wabedo Township at the Woodland Bank.  Houghton will have the proper paper work done.  

Houghton and Anderson asked how do we collect the Subordinate Service District charges from people who have not paid.  The Board asked the clerk to contact Cass County to determine how they handle this same situation.  

RESIDENTS CONCERNS – There were no residents concerns.
ROAD & BRIDGE 

Supervisors Notes - Schmidt reported the following:


1. Leonard Brooks, 773 Woodduck Lane NE, asked if the township would chloride Woodduck Lane NE.   The Board told Schmidt to bring this up at the annual meeting.

2. Schmidt called Chris Lyytinen, Assistant County Engineer, regarding the gravel crushing cost.

               The counter read 7,567 tons.  Divide by 1.4 to convert to yards = total yards 5,405.  

               7,567 tons x 3.033 = $22,950.71          5,405 yards x $2.2461 = $22,950.17

               County contract was $3.06 per ton or $23,155.02

               The bill to the township was $22,950.00.
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Road & Bridge continued.

3. Schmidt received a telephone call from Jim Ballenthin, Chair of the Ponto Lake Township Board of Supervisors.  Ballenthin said anytime Wabedo Township wants to go on their own with road graders and other equipment Ponto would like to go with Wabedo.  Ponto is ready to make a change.  The Board asked the clerk to contact Ballenthin about a meeting date.
4. Schmidt reported that Lott Excavating has not crushed any gravel as of yet.  Schmidt reminded the board that Lott was given the choice to crush now and be paid in January or crush and receive payment in the spring.  Lott choose crush now with payment in 2008.  Schmidt asked if he should put up some kind of a gate on the east side of the pit where the old trail runs.  The board decided that since this is a county pit the township would take no action at this time.

OLD BUSINESS

Resolution sent to CCAT – Bliss reported that the resolution the Wabedo Township Board sent to the Cass County Association of Townships was denied.  The resolution was to allow townships that have three supervisors and an elected clerk and elected treasurer to give the clerk and treasurer a vote.  The reason it was denied is in some townships a husband and wife both serve on the board.  One is a supervisor and the other a clerk or treasurer.  
Roads that go nowhere – This was tabled from last month.  Cass County has notified the township that there are several road pieces ending in lakes.  The County is trying to determine what to do with these pieces.  Cass County will be holding a meeting on this in Backus on December 5th.    Bliss suggested that the township consider conservation easement with Leech Lake Watershed Foundation.  Bliss will talk to Tom Buss of the Leech Lake Watershed Foundation about this.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Authorize the board and planning commissioners to attend the Cass County meeting on December 5th in Backus.  
NEW BUSINESS

Pay the claims – The Board reviewed the claims presented by the clerk and treasurer.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve payment of claims #7670 through #7683 totaling $23,791.55 and the loan payment to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency for $3,131.94.  

Renewal of License Application for Mule Lake Store - Bliss explained that Patty Underwood, owner of the Mule Lake Store is applying for a renewal of their off sale 3.2 beer liquor license.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Approve the application for 3.2 beer liquor license renewal for Patty Underwood and the Mule Lake Store.  

PUBLIC HEARING

Bliss explained that a Public Hearing was scheduled for 8:00 p.m. on November 13, 2007 for the Little Boy Subordinate Service District.  

The clerk reported that all home owners were notified of this public hearing and that the public hearing was advertised in the Northland Press Newspaper.  
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PUBLIC HEARING continued 
The clerk reported that in the letters sent to the property owners a payment plan was discussed.  The property owners had the option of paying their portion in full or putting it in the real estate taxes.  

The clerk reported that she had received telephone calls or e-mails from Doug Hansen, Joyce Shriner, Doris Huspeni and Gilbert Becker.  All property owners indicated that they will pay their portion of the bill in full.  The people who called or e-mailed represent five of the eight properties.  

The clerk read the e-mail from Hansen to the board.  Hansen indicated that the road in front of his property was left in a mess.  The Board asked Schmidt to contact Felton to make sure the entrance to the Hansen property is in the same or better condition then before this project was started.  The clerk will report this toHansen. 

MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Each property included in the Little Boy Subordinate Service District will be billed $1,000 for the repair of the system. Letters of this hearing will be sent to all property owners.

MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Adjourn the Public Hearing.  The public hearing was adjourned at 8:08 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS continued…

Credit card – The clerk reported on all the problems she is having with the bp credit card.  The clerk asked permission to close this card and research a new credit card company.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Authorize the clerk to close the bp credit card.   The clerk will report back to the board about a new credit card. 

MAT Annual Meeting – Bliss stated he would like to attend the MAT annual meeting.  If Bliss has the opportunity to talk to Bob Ruppe about the developer’s agreement he will do so.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Authorize payment of all expenses incuredr for Bill Bliss to attend the MAT annual meeting in St. Cloud.

PLANNING COMMISSION

Norbie variance – Ron Stokesbary reported that the Wabedo Township commissioners recommended denied the variance to the county.  However, the Cass County planning commission approved it with conditions – removal of the deck.  There was no building permit found for the building of the deck, so the County said it had to be removed.  The land owner can put in a platform or pavers.  

Craig Anderson reported that the Wabedo planning commissioners are now including the standards and variance hardship standards in the Findings of Fact.  This will hopefully remind the County what the standards and variance hardship standards are and if the request meets those standards.
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OTHER BUSINESS

Northland Press – The clerk informed the Board that Paul Boblet of the Northland Press Newspaper called to say that the Northland Press will no longer be made available to people in 
the Longville area for free; by paid subscriptions only.  Northland Press is the legal newspaper for Wabedo Township until March of 2008.  No action was necessary.

December meeting date – Houghton asked if the December board meeting could be changed to December 10th instead of December 11th.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Change the meeting date to December 10th at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall.  This will be published in the Northland Press and Pine Cone newspapers.

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted



Approved

Barbara Anderson, Clerk



William C. Bliss, Chair
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