Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
Monthly Meeting

October 11, 2005

Present:   Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Carole Houghton, and Clerk Barbara Anderson

 Guests:  Four – the sign in sheet is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.

CALL TO ORDER – Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

MINUTES - The Supervisors received a written copy of the minutes prior to the meeting for review.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve the minutes of the September 13, 2005 meeting as written.

TREASURER’S REPORT –The Treasurer read the Cash Control Statement and the Investment Report for the period September 1 through September 30, 2005.  The balance on the Cash Control Statement as of September 30, 2005 was $54,452.79 and the balance on the Current Investment Report for the same period was $40,835.93.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Accept the Treasurer’s reports as presented.  

RESIDENTS CONCERNS

Eeg Hardshell – Mr. Eeg presented the hard shell for Broadwater Estates First Addition for signature.  Wabedo and Cass County planning commissions passed this variance with the condition that the lot could not be sub-divided.  There was no mention of this on the hard shell.  The Board was concerned about this.  The clerk was asked to look into this; if conditions are not put on the hard shell should there be an accompanying document with the conditions stated?  The Board discussed with Mr. Eeg that this property was not to be subdivided.  Eeg agreed.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Approve the signing of the Broadwater Acres First Addition with the stipulation that this property cannot be subdivided.

ROAD & BRIDGE

Supervisor’s report – Schmidt reported the following:

· Reference water running down Pikie Point Road and ending on Sunfish Lane creating a washing problem.  Dave Felton removed some of the road bank which should alleviate the problem.  He also changed the ditch slope.  Looks good.
· Gravel crush completed, looks like very good gravel.  According to the test hole we should have gravel to crush in future years.  The gravel that was crushed has been used up. We’ll need more next year.

· Low area south end of Pine Crest Road may need culvert or road built up. This was discussed and the Board decided to wait until spring before any work is done.

· Note from Minnesota Technology Exchange out of the University of Minnesota.  “Some towns have successfully used 50/50 mix of recycled asphalt and new gravel.  The asphalt works as a binder, which resists washboarding.  The mix should have a compacted depth of at least 3 inches”.  Schmidt checked prices with Lot Excavating and JJ Welk.  It appears this product is hard to get and would be very costly. 
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OLD BUSINESS

Ambulance service update – Bliss reported that the City of Longville has agreed to continue the ambulance service until the end of the year.  In order to do this the City is asking for $10,000 for November and December from the townships.  Bliss explained that Wabedo’s portion of the bill is $2,300 and this will be in the claims for approval later tonight.  

Bliss also read a letter from Andy Shaw, attorney for the City of Longville, regarding insurance coverage for a Joint Powers Board.  In the letter Shaw recommends that the Joint Powers Board, if formed, obtain its own insurance coverage in an appropriate amount naming each of the Townships, Cities, and County as additional insureds.  “This would hopefully fend off any direct actions against the individual members for actions of the Joint Powers Board.”  Bliss will check with Wabedo’s insurance carrier.  

Bliss reported that the group is still working hard on this issue and meeting regularly.  It is necessary for the Township to take action to re-certify the ambulance levy before the middle of December.  Bliss recommended that a date for a Special Meeting of citizens of Wabedo Township be set.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Call a special meeting of Wabedo Township’s residents for November 7, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall to consider re-certifying the ambulance levy for 2006.  The clerk was asked to put it in the Pine Cone Press Newspaper, Northland Press Newspaper and post it on the website.  Bliss reminded everyone that the only thing that can be discussed at this meeting is the ambulance.  

It was suggested that Bliss write a newspaper article for both papers stating the facts about the ambulance situation.

Lazy Boy Trail SSD – Bliss presented the bid from Car Coal for the  Lazy Boy Trail SSD.  Anderson reminded them that the 60 day period ends October 30, 2005.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Table this topic for one month.
North Bay – Bliss explained that according to the DNR this was on hold for the present time.  

NEW BUSINESS

Approve the payment of claims – Anderson and Houghton presented claims in the amount of $11,820.40 for payment.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the payment of the claims as presented in the amount of $11,820.40 plus payroll.

MATS annual meeting – Bliss reported that the MATS Conference is in Alexandria on November 18th and 19th. MOTION:  Butler/passed :( 2 yes, 1 abstained) Pay the expenses and mileage for Bliss to attend the MATS Conference in Alexandria, MN, On November 18th & 19th. 
State Committee – Bliss explained that he has been appointed to a state wide planning committee.  He is not sure at this time what is involved.  He will keep the board posted.

Voting - Anderson said that part of getting ready for the Help American Vote Act is making sure the polling place is handicapped accessible.  There are some things that will need to be done to the Town Hall, such as, making sure one voting booth is wheelchair accessible with the correct height table.  The Board told Anderson to do what needs to be done.
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Payment for Vision GLAD – The Board discussed the payment for the people who attend Greater Longville Area Development vision meeting.   We have people who attend for themselves and people who represent Wabedo Township.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Pay one person an hourly rate for attending the visioning meetings.  This should rotate between the people attending.  This month Butler was paid.

Beer License renewal for Mule Lake Store  - Bliss presented that request the Mule Lake Store’s renewal application for retailers on/off sale 3.2 malt liquor license.  The Board discussed this renewal application.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Approve the renewal application for retailers on/off sale 3.2 malt liquor license for the Mule Lake Store.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT – Craig Anderson

Keiss/Mueller Variance on Mule Lake.  They requested a variance for building at a setback closer to the lake than required.  Cass County Board of Adjustment denied this request. There was enough room to build without a variance.  

Davidson Variance – The paper work the County put out was misleading saying that the variance had been granted for guest quarters in the garage with revisions.  Actually, the guesthouse in the garage had been denied and the new variance called for an addition on the existing house.  The Board of Adjustment approved the addition to the existing house.  Fairbanks will fix the paper work to reflect the proper wording.

Dennis Cafferty property - Anderson has received several calls about this property.  People are questioning whether the actual building is following the design approved by the Board of Adjustment for this variance.  It has been referred to the County for action.   Fairbanks said the building meets the height and dimension requirements.  Anderson does not believe that the building meets the design approved in this variance.  There is a problem with the septic system, and a new design was to be into the County by Oct. 10th. Anderson does not know if this date was met or not.  

Controlled Access Lots – Anderson heard that at the meeting on Oct. 4th the County Commissioners approved a provision to the Land Use Ordinance that forbids Controlled Access Lots in Cass County.  County Commissioner Dowson attended the Wabedo Township’s Planning Commission meeting on Oct. 6th and handed out the new ordinance page about controlled access lots.  In light of this new change the clerk was asked to send a letter to Mr. Maus, Cass County attorney, asking for clarification on how this affects the unsold lots in Taylor Timbers plat on Little Boiy. 
The Board discussed   the importance of the clerk receiving notice of all permits granted in Wabedo Township.  That way we can watch over the building sites as an extra set of eyes for the County.    
OTHER BUSINESS

 Johnson – Bliss reported that a building permit has been issued for Laurie Johnson on C Road.  The problem is the wrong center line was used on the road to determine where the garage should be placed.  Bliss will follow up on this.

Building permits -   It was suggested that the clerk contact Sharon Anderson in the Auditors office or Bob Yochum of Cass County to get on their list.  Anderson and Yochum hold  meetings with township officials and county commissioners.
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The clerk was asked to send a letter to Dowson regarding the township getting information about all permits issued in the township.

Region 5 – Bliss updated the board on what is happening with Region 5.  
CCAT Meeting – The Cass County Association of Townships meeting will be held Oct. 26th in Hackensack.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Pay all expenses and mileage for the CCAT meeting in Hackensack.

Lighting – Anderson reported that at the Planning Commission meeting on Oct. 6th there were so many people attending that some people had to park in the lower area of the lot.  There are no lights in that area.  It was agreed for the safety of anyone using the building better lighting must be provided.  Butler will be in charge of additional lighting to the back parking lot and driveway.  

Adjournment - MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted



Approved

Barbara Anderson, Clerk



William C. Bliss, Chair

PAGE  
4

