Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
Monthly Meeting

October 9, 2007

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisor Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Carole Houghton, Clerk Barbara Anderson

Excused:  Patrick Butler

Guests:  Sign in sheet attached to the original minutes of this meeting.

CALL TO ORDER – Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA – MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Accept agenda as printed.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The Supervisors had received a written copy of the minutes prior to the meeting for review.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve the minutes of the September 11, 2007 meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Houghton read the Cash Control Statement for the month of September 2007.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Accept the treasurer’s report as presented.  A copy of the treasurer’s report is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.

RESIDENTS CONCERNS – There were none.

ROAD & BRIDGE

Supervisor’s report – Schmidt gave the following report:

1. Schmidt spoke to Bill Herheim of Lott Excavating as the board requested.  Schmidt offered Herheim a choice of crushing road gravel now and receive payment in January 2008 or wait until spring of 2008 and receive payment when the work is done.  Herheim decided to crush now.  Herheim said the work would be done within the month.  

2. Schmidt talked to Herheim about the trees on Diamond Crest Road.  Herheim said he would push them out when he moves the equipment into the pit.

3. South Little Boy Road at County Road 54 has again developed several holes.  Schmidt talked to Rich of Lott Excavating about what should be done to fix this problem.  Rich will cut the area down and shape the road back up.  Rich had done this work early this year and it did help for some time.
4. Schmidt discussed the township snow and ice removal guidelines.  Schmidt reviewed an article from the Minnesota Township News dated Sept – Oct 2007.  Wabedo Township’s Snow and Ice Remove Guidelines do not cover everything in the news article, due to the fact we do not have our own equipment.  

Underdeveloped road easements in plats– Bliss explained that the county is trying to clear up these pieces of roads that were dedicated to the public and have not been developed.  Wabedo Township has five such pieces.  There was a long discussion about this.  Should the township keep the roads for conservation easements?  Should the township have a meeting with the property owners whose lots abut the properties in question?  Should the township say no the county?  The topic was tabled.
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OLD BUSINESS

Freezing problem on Little Boy SSD – Mark Johnson of MCN reported that repair work has been completed.  The riser was built higher.  The SSD is on line and working well.

Johnson reported that Sioux Camp SSD is having alarm problems.  People’s Security is taking care of this problem.  

How do we pay for the repairs of the Little Boy SSD – Bliss explained that the township will pay for the repairs up front.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Hold a public hearing on November 13th at 8:00 p.m. at the Wabedo Town Hall to discuss the payment option for the repairs on the Little Boy SSD.  

Developer’s Agreements – Bliss explained that at the present time, after a plat has been recorded with the county, a person can come in to the county with a Certificate of Survey and the county has to record it.  The township does not have a say if they agree to the changes or not.  The law states that plats cannot be changed without going to court, Cass County says they have to accept the Certificate of Survey and record the changes as presented.  

Bliss explained that with a Developer’s Agreement both the township and the developer are protected.  For one thing no one can change the plat without the townships approval.  In a Developer’s Agreement the document spells out what the township expects from the developer and what the developer can expect from the township. 

There was a lot of discussion.  The residents attending the meeting were very interested in this concept.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Wabedo Township develop a Developer’s Agreement for all future plats in the township.  The Township will work with Bridget Chard, a consultant, and bring a generic developer’s agreement to the November meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve the claims – The Board reviewed the claims as presented by the treasurer and clerk.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Withhold payment of claim #7650 of $22,950 to Cass County Highway Department for crushing.  This is an unexpected bill and the township will pay this next month.  MOTION:  Approve payment of the claims as presented excluding the payment of claim #7650 to Cass County Highway Department.  
Houghton reported that the Township still has not received payment from Kego Township for road maintenance.  As of September 13, 2007 Kego owe Wabedo $2,796.13.  Also, Wabedo has not received a bill from Kego since July 9, 2007.  In the past both townships have billed each other on a monthly basis and paid the bill monthly.  
Review MATS and CCAT meetings - The Board discussed the district meeting for Minnesota Association of Township meeting and the Cass County Association of Township meeting.  
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PLANNING COMMISSION

Meeting with Dan Flatz – Craig Anderson, chair of the planning commission, reported that Dan Flatz attended the last planning commission meeting.  Flatz represented the Caribbean Express Consultants a firm that works to join developments and financing together.  Anderson reported that Flatz and company are interested in purchasing the Wabedo Inn.  They would run the restaurant as a restaurant and add a possible 16 unit time share on the same property.  That company is also looking to develop land on the south side of Wabedo Lake.  Anderson reported the commissioners told Flatz to check with Cass County of the septic system that would be needed to develop the Wabedo Inn site.  Anderson also told Flatz about the developer’s agreement that the township is developing.  The commissioners gave a copy of the Comprehensive Plan to Flatz.  Flatz has asked to be on the agenda at the next planning commission meeting.  Bliss suggested that a note in the local newspaper about the planning commission meeting and that possible land development on Wabedo Lake will be on the agenda.  

The residents attending the meeting discussed the importance of getting the Developer’s Agreement in place as soon as possible.  

Large parcels of land that could be developed in the future – C. Anderson reported that the planning commission has been looking at the large parcels of land that are located in Wabedo Township that could be developed in the future.  A student from the University of Minnesota, working for Cass County, did a study on large parcels of land and future development in this area.  The planning commission is going to purchase maps from the county showing these lands. The commissioners thought the board should be made aware of this situation.  

ADJOURNMENT – MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted



Approved

Barbara Anderson, Clerk



William C. Bliss, chair
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