Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
January 8, 2008

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisor Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Carole Houghton and Clerk Barbara Anderson

Guests:  The sign in sheet from the meeting are attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  

CALL TO ORDER – Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA- There were no changes to the agenda. MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  approve the agenda as written.  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – The Board of Supervisors received a written copy of the minutes prior to the meeting.  Bliss made the following change on page one under Treasurer’s Report, paragraph two.  “…legal expense for Taylor Timber…” add the word legal.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the minutes of the December 10, 2007 meeting as corrected.

TREASURER’S REPORT – Houghton reported that the new signature cards are on file at the Woodland Bank. Houghton read the Cash Control Statement for the month of December 2007.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Accept the Cash Control Statement ending December 31, 2007 as presented.    MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Transfer the $2,193.86 from the ambulance line item to the Planning Commission line item.
RESIDENTS CONCERNS- Ron Stokesbary reported that he had several calls about the parking on County Road 120 by the bridge.  One resident called the sheriff’s department and the DNR about this parking situation.  Stokesbary asked if the township should contact the county about no parking signs.  There were about 16 cars, trucks & trailers there.  There are no parking signs by the bridge at this time and the sheriff should enforce the county laws.  The clerk was asked to send a letter to the county with these concerns.  

Stokesbary also discussed a meeting he attended in Hackensack about how to become a Star Lake.  At the meeting they talked about lake associations and township working together regarding surface water use, zoning, and lake management.  The lake associations were encouraged to write a lake management plan that works closely with the township’s comprehensive plan.  Stokesbary said the Little Boy, Wabedo, Rice and Cooper Lakes Association management plan will be updated this year and they will work with the Wabedo Township Comprehension Plan in mind.  
ROAD & BRIDGE

Discussion with Ponto Lake regarding road maintenance – Bliss explained that the Wabedo Board of Supervisors invited the Ponto Lake Township Board of Supervisors to this meeting to discuss road maintenance.  Merle Weaver is representing Ponto Lake Board of Supervisors.  
Weaver reported that Ponto Lake has good snow removal.  Ponto Lake is interested in mowing and brushing.    The Board discussed the cost of mowing and brushing getting higher.  They discussed the type of equipment Wabedo has.  
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Road and Bridge continued:

Weaver reported that Ponto is satisfied with summer road maintenance.  Lott Excavating does their road work.  Ponto has 15 miles of road to maintain.  Bliss said Wabedo has been talking about buying a grader for the township.  

Weaver asked how would the mowing and brushing expenses work? The road budget for Ponto Lake is $80,000. Would Ponto Lake pay by the hour?  Bliss said that on average the mower/brusher gets two miles per hour.  Bliss told Weaver that the Wabedo Board will need to discuss this further and will get back to Ponto Lake.   
Supervisor’s report - Schmidt
1. During the road sign inventory and visibility check on 24 November 2007, it was noted that two (2) of the chevron alignment signs at the bridge on Sioux Camp Road were not visible at night.  Schmidt ordered the signs from M & R Signs out of Fergus Falls, MN.  The Cost was $25.86 per sign.  The signs are the Hi-Intensity signs.  The sign arrived today.

2. Schmidt had questions on the roads the township will be getting from the county.  Should Schmidt start an inventory sheet and do a sign inventory?   

The Board told Schmidt to wait until it is closer to the time the township is scheduled to getting the roads.

Letter from DNR regarding North Bay Road - Bliss received a copy of a letter from the DNR regarding North Bay Road.  The DNR is still working on the road.
Driveway Standards – Bliss explained that at the annual meeting the residents asked the board and planning commission to craft standards for driveways in Wabedo Township.  Schmidt received a copy of the counties driveway application form.  The county has given Wabedo permission to use the same form. The main question is how we get this information to residents before they put in a driveway off a township road.  Bliss is going to talk to John Sumption and Paul Fairbanks of Cass County about how Wabedo Township can get into the “loop” early on.  It was suggested that we give a packet of information to the realtors in the area to give to potential buyers in Wabedo Township.

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Camp Olson Variance – Craig Anderson, chair, reported that the Wabedo Planning Commission recommends approval of the variance application.  Anderson referred to the Findings of Fact that the board received prior to the meeting.  Cass County will hear this variance request next week.  

Roads that end at the water – C. Anderson and Ron Stokesbary will work on this project next week. 

OLD BUSINESSS

Letter to Kego Township regarding chloride bill – The Clerk reported that she just wrote the letter and has not received a response at this time.
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NEW BUSINESS

Pay the claims – The board had received a copy of the Claims List for Approval in their board packet prior to the meeting.  The clerk and treasurer presented the claims for approval totaling $1,632.03, plus payroll.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Approve payment of claims number 7712 through 7721 totaling $1,632.03, plus payroll.

New Supervisor – Bliss reported that Bob Adelmann and Bill Gehrman had indicated their interest in serving on the Wabedo Township board for the year 2008 to fill the vacancy by the resignation of Patrick Butler.  The Board discussed the two candidates.  They took into consideration attendance at the annual meeting, length of time each has lived in the township and each person’s involvement in the township.  MOTION/ Bliss/passed:  The Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors appoints Bob Adelmann to serve on the Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors for the year 2008.  This position will be on the November 2008 ballot.   The Clerk will notify each candidate of the board’s decision.   Adelmann will be sworn in at the February board meeting. 

Leach Lake Tribal College Letter –The Board reviewed the letter and placed it on the annual meeting agenda.

Cass County Resolution – The Board received a notice of intent to revise the local water management plan in Cass County.   Bliss asked the Planning commission to look at this and advise the Board. Because of the February 5, 2008 deadline for comments, Bliss asked Anderson, the chair of the Planning Commission, to respond to this letter. 
OTHER BUSINESS

Resolution to Cass County Association of Townships regarding Certificates of Indebtedness - Bliss explained that when a township enters into a Certificate of Indebtedness the township has five years to repay the indebtedness.  Bliss asked permission of the board to send a resolution from the Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors to Reno Wells at the Cass county Association of Townships asking to extend the five year period to ten years. The cost of everything is going up and it may be a hardship to repay the loan in five years.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Authorize the Chair to send a resolution from the Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors to the Cass County Association of Townships stating that repayment of a Certificate of Indebtedness be extended to 10 years.  Bliss will write the motion.  
CORRESPONDENCE - The Board reviewed the correspondence listed on the agenda for the meeting.

ADJOURNMENT- MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted



Approved

Barbara Anderson, Clerk



William C. Bliss, Chair
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