Wabedo Township
Board of Supervisors

Monthly Meeting

October 8, 2003

Present:  Bill Bliss-Chair, Patrick Butler and Ralph Schmidt-Supervisors, Alicia Burgers-Treasurer and Barbara Anderson – Clerk 

Guests:  Craig Anderson, Luann Adelmann, Bob Adelmann, Marilynn Davis, Ernie Briggs, Ramona Tuttle, and Aaron Tuttle

Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

Treasurer’s Report - Burgers presented the Cash Control Statement and the Current Investment Report for the period 9-1-03 through 9-30-03.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed unanimously:  Accept the Cash Control Statement with an ending balance of $52,492.75 and the Current Investment Report with an ending balance of $45,872.69 dated September 31, 2003 as presented.  

Approve payment of claims – The clerk and treasurer presented the Claims List for Approval totaling $2,574.03.  MOTION:  Approve the Claims List for Approval totaling $2,574.03 and authorize payments.  

Change meeting date - Bliss explained that the treasurer has a meeting conflict on the second Wednesday of each month so the Board has been asked to consider meeting on a different day of the month.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Change the meeting date for the Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors meeting to the third Wednesday of each month starting with the November meeting.  The clerk will publish and post this change. 
Approval of minutes - The clerk presented the minutes of the Sept 10 monthly meeting, the Sept 19th meeting on South Little Boy Drive and the Sept 23rd meeting with Tri City Paving.  

· On the monthly meeting of Sept 10 on page 2, Univar bill, add chloriding road “...Univar bill for chloriding road is much higher...”

·  On the meeting with Tri City Paving. On the fifth paragraph add “A correct invoice will be sent”.   “This equals $18,143.28.  A corrected invoice will be sent”. 

MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the minutes of the Sept. 10th, Sept. 19th and Sept. 23rd meetings as corrected.  

ROAD & BRDIGE 

Adelmann petition - Mr. Adelmann presented the Board of Supervisors with a signed petition asking the Township to make Pine Crest Trail a township road.  The board accepted his petition.  The board and Adelmann discussed the road work to be done or if work should be done on the cul-de-sac at the end of Pine Crest Trail.  Adelmann reported that the excavator that will do the work does not think any road work is needed.  The road is a 3% grade which is well within the township road guidelines.  The next step is a public hearing at the site.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Accept the petition from Bob & Luann Adelmann for the Township to take over the maintenance of Pine Crest Trail with a public hearing on Saturday, October 25, 2003 at 10:00 a.m. The clerk will post and publish the notice of this meeting.  
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Tuttle petition – Ramona and Aaron Tuttle presented the Board of Supervisors with a letter requesting help gaining access to their 40 acres of land-locked land.  The Tuttle’s reported that they have been trying to work something out with Floyd & Earlene Scott for an easement through their land; or to purchase a portion of the Scott’s land for a driveway into their property.  The Scotts have refused.  

Bliss told the Tuttles that the Township will work with m to gain access to their land.  Bliss explained that the Tuttles need to set up an escrow account with the Township to cover the costs of the attorney, surveyor, appraiser and cost of the land.  The Township will get the estimated costs if Mr. & Mrs. Tuttle would like them to.  The Township will pay the bills as they become due on behalf of Mr. & Mrs. Tuttle.  Bliss also said there needs to be a public hearing on this petition.   Landecker & Assoc. and Mauston were suggested as surveyors.  Mr. & Mrs. Tuttle will consider this information and get back to the township with their decision. The clerk will write a letter to the Tuttles summarizing these steps.  
Supervisors’ road report - Schmidt reported that he called Norm Moody at Land Management Office of Cass County regarding the brushing project on South Little Boy Drive.  He was told Amy is in charge of this area and she Okayed the project.  Schmidt also called Charles McNamara who owns some of the land in this project to get his permission to brush along his property.  McNamara agreed to let the township brush along his property.  Anderson sent a letter of confirmation.   The Board discussed this project.  The cost is $6,000 for ½ mile.  The Board decided to table any work on this road until next year due to the cost overruns of the calcium chloride bill.  The clerk will write a letter to McNamara explaining that the road work has been postponed. 
Schmidt then discussed Pine Crest Road.  Herheim informed Schmidt that East Ottertail Telephone Company had buried cable on Pine Crest and suggested that Schmidt check it out.  Schmidt did check out the work and then contacted East Ottertail Telephone about paying for the repair work necessary in this area.  East Ottertail will let Schmidt know what they can do.   The culvert work can be done this fall; however, the graveling will have to wait until spring.  The cost should be $330 - $400.  

 Michael Walberg called about the approach to his property on Pine Crest Road.  Since the road work was done he cannot get into his driveway.  Schmidt checked this property and discovered there is no access to the property.  The guideline the Township has used in the past, if there was an approach and the Township did road work and the approach is removed; the Township is responsible for putting in an approach.  Schmidt checked with Lott Excavating and the cost will be $300 - $400.  The work was authorized to be done; however, again, the graveling will have to wait until spring.  

OLD BUSINESS 

Low wake zone - Butler reported that the work on this project has been tabled until spring. 

Resolution establishing website policies & guidelines - Anderson asked the Board last month to read the guideline policies in the board packet last month.  After discussing the sample guideline, the Board asked Anderson to ask other townships what they do at the next short course.

Survey update - Anderson reported that about 800 surveys were sent out last week.  She will have a completed evaluation of the surveys next month.  

NEW BUSINESS
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Ambulance District report - Bliss reported that the City of Longville is re-doing their airport plan.  At the present time the ambulance building is included in the plan.  The minutes of the Longville City Council, as they appeared in the Pine Cone Press Citizen newspaper, stated that the City will be buying out all the townships that helped finance the ambulance building and assume the existing loan on the building.  Wabedo Township should receive approximately $29,000.  The City of Longville has not contacted Wabedo Township at this time.

Fire District Meeting – Butler reported that the fire district meeting has not taken place at this time.  Hopefully the meeting will be in October.  The purpose of the meeting is to consider the 2005 budget. 
Letter from the Lakes Association – Bliss presented a letter from the Wabedo-Little Boy- Rice-Inguadona-Cooper Lakes Association requesting financial support for a land purchase project.  This will need to be presented at the annual meeting.
Letter from Minnesota-Revenue re: market value - Bliss explained the letter is to inform us of our  market value reimbursement will be cut $2,215 for the year 2003 and $3,323 for the year 2004.  The Board will have to take the cuts into consideration when preparing the budget for next year.

Letter from the Longville Community Choir – Bliss explained that the Township cannot give a donation to the choir.  The township can only give donations to an organization that contract back services.  

Renewal of license application for the Mule Lake Store – Bliss presented the 3.2 malt liquor license renewal application for the Mule Lakes Store. All the proper documentation was submitted.   MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the renewal license for the 3.2 Malt Liquor from the Mule Lake Store.   

Letter from Cass County re: Board of Review duties - Bliss explained that Cass County is asking townships if they want to continue to hold Board of Review meetings or to let Cass County handle the reviews.  The Board discussed the plans.  MOTION:  Butler/pass unanimously:  Send a letter to Cass County stating that Wabedo Township will continue to hold Board of Review meetings.
State MATS meeting – The Minnesota Association of Townships (MATS) will be holding their annual meeting in Duluth on November 21st and 22nd.  The Board discussed who should attend.  Some board members may want to attend only one day while others may want to attend the whole meeting.  MOTION: Schmidt/passed:  Authorize payment of per diem, fees, mileage, hotel cost, for any Board member who wants to attend the MATS annual meeting in Duluth, MN on November 21st and 22nd.  
Transfer funds - The Board authorized the treasurer to transfer funds into the planning commission line item.  MOTION:  Butler/passed unanimously:  Authorize the Treasurer to transfer $1,000 from the general fund line item to the planning commission line item.

PLANNING COMMISSION Report by Craig Anderson 
Opening on Planning Commission - There are three candidates for the position on the planning commission representing the seasonal people.  Because one of the candidates is a friend of Anderson, he recused himself from interviewing the candidates.   Anderson and Bliss will work together on the interview questions.  The interviews will be held Wednesday, October 15, at the Town Hall at 6:00, 6:45, and 7:30 p.m.  The clerk will contact the candidates.  The meeting date needs to be posted. 
Class in Alexandria – It was a very good class and recommends that all the members of the planning commission attend the class if it is offered again.  One item from the class that has helped already is “Concept Review” where the owners can come to a planning commission meeting and discuss what they plan on doing with their upcoming project.  This way the land owner can bounce ideas off the planners before they submit their plan to the county.  Also, “Open House” is a way a developer can meet with the public and discuss their plans before the regular planning commission meeting starts.  These are two good ideas that the planning commission may use in the future.  

Variances 
· Helland – on Little Boy Lake.  Schmidt attended this site visit and reported that the owners want a variance to build house on the top of a bluff as far away from the eagle’s nest as possible.  The County wants a plan for future water run off when there is a hard rain.  Schmidt agreed with this request.  

· DeVries – on Little Boy Lake.  They are asking for a variance to put a mound septic system in their front yard 50’ from the lake. Required setback is 75’.  Schmidt reported that the Township asked DeVries to consider connecting to the Little Boy SSD close to their property.  

Letter  Bliss asked the clerk to write a letter to the Township’s attorney Rebecca Anderson asking if the Township has the authority to ask developer and the public to present their request to the planning commission one week before planning commission’s meeting.  

OTHER BUSINESS

CCAT meeting- Cass County Association of Townships will be meeting in Hackensack at the Senior Center on Thursday, October 23, at 1:00 p.m.
District 11 meeting - The Board member discussed the District 11 meeting held in Hackensack on September 23rd.  We all agreed that there was too much information in the time allotted for the meeting. 
MOTION:  Schmidt:  Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted



Approved

Barbara Anderson, Clerk



William C. Bliss, Chair 
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