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PREFACE 

 

 

In 1996 at the annual meeting in March, the Wabedo Township residents agreed with the 

Town Board of Supervisors’ recommendation that there be a Community Plan developed 

to determine the direction and future growth of the community.  In September 1996 the 

Wabedo Township Planning Commission came into existence and was charged with the 

development of a Comprehensive Plan.  This Planning Commission was comprised of 

five members appointed by the Town Board of Supervisors and represented both full-

time and seasonal landowners in the Township.  The Planning Commission works under 

Minnesota Statute § 462, the planning statute in Minnesota for cities and townships.  This 

Plan was presented in a hearing to the community in 1998, was updated in 2005, and is 

the foundation for this new updated Plan. 

 

A Comprehensive Plan is a compilation of policy statements, goals, standards, and maps 

for guiding the physical, social and economic development, both private and public, of 

the municipality (in this case Wabedo Township) and its environs, and may include, but 

is not limited to the following:  statements of policies, goals, standards, a land use plan, 

including proposed densities for development, a community facilities plan, a 

transportation plan, and recommendations for plan execution.  A Comprehensive Plan 

represents the Planning Commission’s recommendations for the future development for 

the community and reflects the community’s goals and intentions. 

 

The Components of a Plan usually cover the following: 

• Cultural and Natural History of a Community   

• Population and Background 

• Environment 

• Agricultural activities 

• Housing / Income data 

• Economics  

• Transportation System – present and future 

• Community Services / Facilities 

• Parks, Trails and Recreational Systems 

• Land Uses 

• Governmental Relationships 

 

These components give a thorough review and a blueprint for a community to decide 

their future.  Although parts of the above components of a Comprehensive Plan explain 

the story of a community’s history and present standing, other portions of the Plan are 

much more dynamic.  A Community Comprehensive Plan is a guide to reflect the desires 

and direction of the whole community and to help landowners understand where the 

community wishes the area to be in the future.   

 

This Comprehensive Plan update will be the basis for future discussions to continue.  It is 

hoped that those reading this Plan will take away with them an interest and a desire to 

help these goals and objectives to be a reality in Wabedo Township.  Thank You. 

 

 

 



  iv 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

        Page 

INTRODUCTION…………………………………………………… 1 

  

 Cultural History……………………………………………… 1 

 Natural History………………………………………………. 2 

  

 

COMMUNITY BACKGROUND INFORMATION………………. 3 

  

 Population Information……………………………………… 3 

 

Survey Information………………………………………….. 4 

  

Environment…………………………………………………. 5  

  Introduction………………………………………….. 5 

  Wastewater……………..……………………………. 5 

  Critical Habitat………………………………………. 6 

  Wetlands……………………………………………… 7  

  

Land Usages………………………………………………….. 7 

  Residential / Housing………………………………… 7 

  Plats / Subdivisions…………………………………... 9 

  Commercial / Economy……………………………… 10 

  Land Use Compatibility / Zoning…………………… 10 

  Development / Growth Concerns…………………… 11 

  

Transportation……………………………………………….. 13 

  Road Standards / Functional Structure……………. 13 

  Present Road System………………………………… 13 

  RPELs       14  

  Possible Future Links……………………………….. 15 

  Aggregate Resources………………………………… 15  

  

Community Services…………………………………………. 15  

  Parks, Trails and Recreation………………………… 15 

  Community Services…………………………………. 16 

Governmental Relationships………………………… 16 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Page   

CONCERNS, GOALS AND POLICIES………………………………… 18  

  

 Preface……………………………………………………………… 18 



  v 

Land Uses…………………………………………………………..  18 

Residential / Housing……………………………………… 18 

  Commercial Usages………………………………………..  20 

  Developmental Growth……………………………………  21 

  Nuisances…………………………………………………..  22 

  Planned Unit Development Guidelines…………………..  23 

  Home Occupations………………………………………..  24 

  

Environmental…………………………………………………….  24 

 Critical Habitat……………………………………………  25 

Water Quality……………………………………………..  25 

  Wastewater Quality and Protections…………………….  26 

  

 Transportation…………………………………………………….  27 

  Aggregate, Gravel, Paved and Chloride Roads…………  27 

  New Roads and Streets……………………………………  28 

  

Community Services………………………………………………  29 

  Parks and Recreational Opportunities…………………..  20 

  Trails – Snowmobile and Hiking…………………………  29 

  Fire, Ambulance, Library, Hospital, Airport   30 

  

Governmental Relations…………………………………………..  30 

  Communications…………………………………………..  30 

  Potential working arrangements…………………………  31 

  

 

IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINES……………………………………..  33 

 

GRAPHS: 

  Table 1:  Census Data for Cities and Townships 1990 – 2000...  3 

  Table 2:  Total Housing Units by Type…………………………  8 

  Table 3:  Year Structures were Built…………………………..  9 

  Table 4:   Shoreland Lake Classifications and Land Sizes……  11 

Table 5:   Lake Names, Types and Sizes with Known Accesses.  12 

Table 6:   Wabedo Township Road System…………………….  14 

 

APPENDICES: 

 

 Exhibit A:  Survey Information 2003 

 Exhibit B:  Water Quality Report 

 Exhibit C:  Critical Habitat Map, Wetlands Map and Wildlife Management  

         Areas (WMA) 

 Exhibit D:  Wabedo Township Land Use Zoning Map 

 Exhibit E:  Road Standards, Snow Policy, Road Transportation Map,  Road  

          Linkages, Driveway Approach Policy, and RPELS (Road Parcels  

          Ending in Lakes) 

 Exhibit F:  Interviews with Neighboring Jurisdictions  

 Exhibit G: Wabedo Township Subdivision and Platting Process 

 Exhibit H: Developable Land-Maps 

 Exhibit I: Planned Unit Developments (PUDs) 


