Wabedo Township
Board of Supervisors

July 9, 2003

Present: Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Alicia Burgers and 

               Clerk Barbara Anderson 

Guests:  Craig Anderson

Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

MINUTES - Anderson presented the minutes of the special meeting with Mr. Lemke on June 16, and the regular board meeting of June 11.  The minutes of June 11 were corrected as follows, page 2, Pay the bills, the third line should read “...policy from Northland Insurance...” not MSI insurance.   MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approved the minutes of June 11th and June 16th as corrected, noting it should read Northland Insurance not MSI Insurance.  

TREASURER’S REPORT – Burgers presented the Cash Control Statement and the Current Investment Report for the month of June.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Accept the Cash Control Statement with a balance in all accounts of $83,891.88 and the Current Investment Report with a balance of $32,295.95 for the month of June 2003.  Copies of these reports are attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  

ROAD & BRIDGE

Supervisor’s road report – Schmidt handed out a written report.  The Board reviewed and discussed the report.  A copy is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  There was a discussion about a possible missing sign on Sioux Camp Road.  A “dead end” sign may be missing at the very end of Sioux Camp Road.  It really doesn’t seem necessary to have a dead end sign at the end of the road.  There is a proper sign at the road entrance off of County Road 7.   Schmidt will check the records to see if a sign is really missing and if so what the sign should read.  
 Schmidt reported there is a sign that needs to be installed.  The Board authorized Schmidt to purchase a post driver for the project.  

The Board discussed road projects.  There are five soft spots on Diamond Crest that the Board would like Lott Excavating to fill with taconite tailings or crushed asphalt.   Taconite tailings were used on the corner of South Little Boy Drive and County Road 54 and it has worked very well.  Herheim of Lott Excavating needs to attend a Board of Supervisors meeting in order to discuss road projects on the roads he maintains.  Schmidt will contact Dave Felton and authorize him to put some gravel or the proper material    on Woodduck Lane and Highway 84.  All other road projects will be reviewed in two months.  

Lemke Project - The Board reviewed the discussion at the June 16th meeting with Mr. Lemke and the representative from Anderson Brothers.  Bliss reported that he had been in contact with Rebecca Anderson the Township’s attorney; and she has drawn up a Contract For Road Paving.   The Township has received a check from Lemke for $2,500 which represents the first payment to Anderson Brothers for paving the cul-de-sac  near 3231 Hunter Lake Trail NE.  The proposal from Anderson Brothers is $4,850.00 for the total project.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Authorize the Chair 
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of the Board of Supervisors for Wabedo Township to sign the Contract For Road Paving Agreement with Mr. Lemke and authorize Anderson Brothers to black top and cul-de-sac near 3231 Hunter Lake 
Trail NE, Longville, MN.   The Agreement is to read payment within 30 days and if payment is not received within 90 days of receipt of bill the Township shall put an assessment on the property tax. A copy of this contract is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  The Board authorized the clerk to pay Anderson Brothers $2,500 so the project can be done.  

OLD BUSINESS

Coryell petition update – Anderson reported that Coryell had called her to say that things are going along smoothly with MacFarlane and Krueger and he hopes to sign an easement agreement with both parties this month.  However, Landecker & Associates are creating a problem for all of them.  They have not been out to survey the work.  This work was scheduled several months ago.  
Low wake zone – Butler reported that he has not been able to meet with the representatives from the DNR and Cass County.  He will report again next month.

Newspaper article on proposed town hall – Bliss discussed the newspaper article about the possibility of a community center in Wabedo Township.  In their board packets were copies of the last survey sent to property owners in the Township.  The Board members were asked to review these questions and write any other questions they want considered for the follow-up survey for the newspaper article.  Anderson reported that a board member for Camp Olson Y Camp called her about the newspaper article.  The Y Camp is interested in informally talking to the Board about the possibility of working together on this project.  A few years ago the Y Camp had done a feasibility study about putting in a Y in the area.  The board member thought both entities have a lot of expertise to bring to the table.  The person asked if the Board of Supervisors would like a letter of interest sent.  The Board asked Anderson to contact the person and say yes the Board of Supervisors is interested and would like a letter of interest from Camp Olson.  The board brainstormed about the possibilities this project could mean to the community.   Anderson also reported that she has had several people contact her and think a community center is a very good idea.  Someone suggested that a stage should be included in the project. 
Legal Seminar - Bliss reviewed the Legal Seminar he attended.  

NEW BUSINESS

Pay the bills – Anderson and Burgers presented the claims for approval totaling $17,374.68, plus the $2,500 payment to Anderson Brothers, MSI Insurance for liability insurance for $695.00 and MATS for E & O insurance for $535.00 The Board discussed the E & O Insurance coverage and decided to stay with $1,000,000.00 for $535.00. MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Authorize payment of the bills as presented.  A claims list is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  
Crow Wing Power application for work in Wabedo Township – Crow Wing Power applied to do work on Woodduck Lane to bury a cable.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve the work for Crow Wing Power to bury a cable on Woodduck Lane.
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Short Courses – Bliss explained that C. Anderson, chair of the Wabedo Planning Commission asked about any schooling or instruction for the clerk of the planning commission to take comprehensive 
minutes.  There is a lot of very detailed and important business coming before the planning commission and the need for accurate minutes is very important.  The Board agreed that this is very 
important.  The clerk will look into support and instruction for the secretary.  Perhaps Irene Bright would be a good place to start. 

The Board discussed the importance of the short courses.  MOTION: Butler/passed:  Approve payment of fees, mileage, and per diem for any and all board members who attend the July Short Courses.   Bliss and Burgers will be unable to attend this class. 
Website – At last month’s board meeting a website was discussed and it was decided that perhaps a question about a website could be included in the survey updating the comprehensive plan.  However, at the planning commission meeting last week of the 51 people in attendance 49 had access to the internet and the people encouraged the board to establish a website as soon as possible.  They wanted to be kept informed about what is going on in the Township.  With this information the board decided to take action now.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Authorize the clerk to establish a website for Wabedo Township using the GovOffice WebCreator; the same program used by Minnesota Association of Townships.  

Transfer of Funds – In reviewing the balance in the planning commission’s account and the work that is coming up the board decided to transfer funds from the general fund to the planning commission.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Authorize the treasurer to transfer $1,000 from the general fund to the planning commission line item.

PLANNING COMMISSION

Lammers’ variance   - C. Anderson reported that Lammers would like to divide their property into two lots.  A few years ago Cass County decided that as long as both lots were owned by the same owner then it should be one lot.  Heffron Lake is classified as a  natural environment  lake.  Lammers would like to sell the lot with the present house and build on the other lot.  The lot with the house is 150’wide, 200’ is required.  Both lots more than meet  the acreage requirement.  C. Anderson reported that some of the planning commission members did a site visit and they have no problem with this variance request.   The Board agreed.  
Little Boy & Mule Lakes - C. Anderson reported that the developer of the lots on both Little Boy and Mule Lakes did not attend the planning commission.  Nor did he send a representative or send a new plan to be considered.   C. Anderson recommended that the lot in question on Little Boy be looked at by the appropriate person to determine if it is a wetland lot or not.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Authorize the Planning Commission to contact the appropriate person to have the lot on Little Boy Lake tested and surveyed to determine if the lot is a wetlands lot with the cost not to exceed $200.  Bliss recommended and the Board approved to have the Clerk write a letter to Cass County attorney asking for a legal opinion about what the law says about contiguous lands.  This lot has a lot of wetlands in it and it may have some buildable areas, however, the buildable areas are not contiguous.  Does the law say the buildable areas on a lot have to be contiguous?
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Guidelines - C. Anderson explained that the planning commission is concerned about getting plat proposals ahead of the meeting so the commission can do a site visit before their meeting.   At the 
same time they are concerned about how this affects the 60 day rule.  Bliss explained that the 60 rule does not apply in this case; because the planning commission will receive preliminary plat information from Cass County.  The 60 day rule applies when Cass County receives the information from Wabedo Township.    It was agreed that the Planning Commission would ask for plat 
information 7 days before their meeting date in order for it to be discussed at the meeting.  If the information is presented at the meeting the developer may present the plan, but the planning commission will not discuss it and it will be tabled until the next regular meeting.  
C. Anderson reported that the planning commission plans on meeting throughout the winter and working on updating the comprehensive plan.  Their goal is to present it at the annual meeting in March.  

OTHER BUSINESS

Bliss reported that Big Boy Township called him about a proposed development by Taylor Investment, the same developer that did a development of Pine View in Wabedo.  We had no problems with the developer or the development.  Bliss was able to give names of people to contact to Big Boy Township.  This proposed development includes wetlands and state land.

Schmidt asked about mowing the road sides.  Only one pass is allowed prior to July 1st after that more mowing is allowed.  However, the person who mows the township roads only does one pass.  Schmidt will talk to Bill Herheim about this.

 Butler reported that the no dumping sign on South Little Boy Drive and County Rd 54 is missing.   He asked for permission to replace the sign if needed.  The board agreed.  

MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,




Approved

Barbara Anderson





William C. Bliss

Clerk







Chair 
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