Wabedo Township
Board of Supervisors

January 21, 2004

Present:   Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Alicia Burgers and Clerk Barbara Anderson 

Guests:  Nathan Tabaka, Craig Anderson, Bill Berger, Marilynne Davis, Terry Freeman (Landecker & Assoc.) and Sue Gehrman

CALL TO ORDER – Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The pledge of allegiance was recited.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – The clerk presented the minutes of the December 17, 2003 meeting.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approved the minutes of the December 17, 2003 meeting as written.

TREASURER’S REPORT – The treasurer read the Current Investment report and the Cash Control Statement for the month of December 2003.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed unanimously:  Accept the treasurer’s report for the month of December 2003 with a balance in the Current Investments of $43,015.79 and the balance in the Cash Control Statement of $70,787.72.  

GUESTS:


Nathan Tabaka – Tabaka was representing Ridgewood Golf Course.  The Golf Course would like to sell liquor on the course from their beverage cart.  According to the liquor salesman the Golf Course needs an off-sale liquor license to do this.  Tabaka is asking the Township for an off-sale liquor license.  Bliss talked to Al Erickson of the Minnesota Liquor, Alcohol and Gambling Enforcement Agency about this matter.  Erickson told Bliss there is a new law that was passed last year that allows for Golf Courses to sell the 50 milliliters bottles of liquor without an off-sale liquor license.  The legislation is 340A.511B.  Tabaka will look into this.  Tabaka said he thinks  the Golf Course needs an off-sale liquor license for those people who purchase a 6 pack of beer and the golfer doesn’t finish drinking on the premise and wants to take the extra beers home.
Tabaka said that Ridgewood Golf Course is again requesting an off-sale liquor license.  Bliss told him to submit the required paper work from Cass County.  The Board will bring the question of off sale liquor license up at the annual meeting.  Last year by consensus the residents unanimously said no to any off-sale liquor license in Wabedo Township.  
Terry Freeman of Landecker & Associates - Freeman was present to discuss the Mule Lake Estate preliminary plat.  He told the Board that the County did not approve the first preliminary plat for Mule Lake Estate due to the fact lots 2, 3, and 4 were not 150’ at the buildable site.  Cass County Planning Commission said they would not approve a non-conforming lot size in a new plat.  Freeman then presented the Township Board with a revised plan for Mule Lake Estates. The four lake lots are 150’ at the water and 150’ at the buildable size as required by Cass County.  Freeman said he will be presenting this play to the Cass County on Tuesday, January 27, 2004.  Craig Anderson, chair of the Wabedo Township Planning Commission, reported that the planning commission reviewed the revised plat and recommends it to the Wabedo Board of Supervisors for approval.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed (2 yes 1 no) Approved the revised preliminary plat for Mule Lake Estates dated December 24, 2003, as presented by Terry Freeman of Landecker and Associates.  
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ROAD & BRIDGE

Supervisors’ road report - Schmidt’s written report is part of these minutes and attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  The bridge on Sioux Camp Road is in good condition and according to Cass County it is considered safe.  

The Board discussed crushing gravel.  The Township will be needing gravel soon.  Cass County is letting bids in about two weeks.  The Board delayed making any decision on gravel crushing until the county has opened their bids.  

The Board discussed setting a dollar amount for gravel for the season for each of the road maintenance companies.  The Board decided that the five year plan that the township is using is working well and that gravel amounts will be set on each road project.

Berger reported that Cass County has awarded Dust Coat Inc. the chloride bid for 2004.  The cost will be 66.2 cents per gallon.  This is up from last year’s cost of 56.5 cents per gallon.  

Letter from Nan Chesla  - Bliss explained that he met with residents around Mule Lake to discuss the access road owned by the DNR that goes to Mule Lake.  Chesla was present at the meeting and has some questions about the costs if the township takes over the maintenance of this road.  
PLANNING COMMISSION – Craig Anderson 

Comprehensive Plan Update – Anderson presented the board with a written report from Bridget Chard who was unable to attend the meeting due to the weather.  Chard will be writing the updated plan in February and presenting it to the Planning Commission in March.  The final report will not be ready until late spring or early summer.  

Through their work the planning commission has identified all the plats in Wabedo Township and all the commercial properties.  There still are some discrepancies on the County maps with the commercial properties.  This will be worked out.  The Planning Commission is also working with Cass County to obtain all the covenants for all the plats in the township.  

Some of the areas the updated plan will address that were not address in the old plan are:  when is a PUD to be used, trailer homes, light, and noise.   

OLD BUSINESS

Fire District Meeting Report – Butler reported that Terry Johnston of Trelipe Township is questioning the percentage that the townships pay. The proposal for black topping the driveway at the fire hall has been dropped.  

Action on Lake Louise - Last month the Board of Supervisors tabled any action on the Lake Louise project.  The Lakes Association in the area has asked the Board of Supervisors to support the project to acquire the land that is for sale on Lake Louse.   The Board did not take any action.  Butler reported that he has talked to Pat Larson from the Leech Lake Water Shed Foundation and John Stewart of the Leech Lake Water Shed and Bruce Black of the Lakes Association and they are considering dropping the Lake Louise Project and looking very carefully at the Little Boy Project.  The Little Boy Project is that lake lot that is for sale off of South Little Boy Drive.  The developer 
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who owns this lot has indicated in the past that he would use this as an easement lot to the six lots on the other side of South Little Boy Drive.  The lot is a high critical habitat area and wetland area.  The DNR has reported that a high percent of all the Muskies in the lake come from the lily pads off this lot.  
Computer for Longville Ambulance Service - Anderson reported that a Dell laptop computer has been purchased for the Longville Ambulance Service.  Steve Lemster of the Ambulance Service would like to come and give the Board a demonstration after all the software has been installed.  Anderson reported that the cost of the computer was under the $1,500 approved at the annual meeting last spring.  

NEW BUSINESS

Approve payment of the claims - The treasurer and clerk presented the claims for approval.  MOTION:  Schmidt/approved unanimously:  Approve payment of the claims totaling $4,115.84 and the payroll totaling $585.66.  A copy of the claims list for approval is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  
Start budget work for 2005 – The Board discussed any proposed road projects for 2005.  They also reviewed the budget information found in the board packets.  

Appoint Election Judges for the Annual Meeting - MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve Ginny Anderson, Dolores Kurz, and Carol Neuenfeldt as election judges for the annual meeting.

Annual Meeting - The annual meeting will be held March 9, 2004 at 8:05 PM at the Town Hall.  The township elections will be held March 9, 2004 from 5 – 8 PM.  The positions up for election are one supervisor and one clerk.  Patrick Butler has filed for the supervisor’s position and Barbara Anderson has filed for the clerk’s position.  

Survey – The Board discussed the survey results.  There was some mix-up in the terminology of community center.  In the Metro area of Minnesota a community center is a building containing public meeting rooms, exercise rooms, swimming pool, storage rooms, kitchen, etc.  The Wabedo Township area community center means a building for the community to gather for different events with a kitchen area, perhaps an office or two in the building and some storage area.  The results will be made available at the annual meeting, through the newsletter, and on the Website.  
OTHER BUSINESS

Bliss reported that our voting machine will need a part added to read votes cast in Braille.  Otherwise the machine will be fine.  

Adjournment - MOTION:  Butler: Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted



Approved

Barbara Anderson




William C. Bliss

Clerk 






Chair 
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