Wabedo Township
Board of Supervisors

April 8, 2003

Present:  Bill Bliss, Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Alicia Burgers, Barbara Anderson

Guests:  Marilynne Davis, Craig Anderson, Bill Berger, Dave Felton

 Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Bliss welcomed Schmidt to the Board of Supervisors.  Schmidt was elected to the Board at the annual meeting in March.   He explained that the Board passed a resolution years ago that because it is a board of three people a motion does not need a second to be heard.  

Minutes - Anderson presented the minutes of the March 11, 2003 meeting.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approved the minutes of the March 11, 2003 meeting as written.
Treasurer’s Report – Burgers gave the Cash Control Statement and the Current Investment Report for the month of March 2003.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Accept the report of the Treasurer for the month of March 2003; Cash Control Statement with a balance in all accounts of $62,744.45 and the Current Investment Report with a balance of $46,089.05 as presented.  A copy of Burgers report is attached to the original minutes of this meeting. 
Re-organization of the Board – Bliss explained that each April the board elects a chair, and vice chair for the year.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Appoint Bill Bliss as chair.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Appoint Butler as vice chair.  The Board divided the different areas of responsibilities for the year.  Fire department representative will be Butler, road and bridges – Schmidt, ambulance district representative – Bliss.

ROAD AND BRIDGE 

Supervisors Report – Bliss reported that there is spot on B road that will need repair this summer.  Perhaps we could look into using crushed taconite.

Anderson Brothers meeting - Schmidt reported that Anderson Brothers will be holding a meeting on April 10 in Nisswa.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Authorize expenses, salary and mileage for Schmidt to attend the Anderson Brothers meeting on roads on April 10.

Accident on Sioux Camp - Bliss reported that Berger has spoken to Dave Enblom of Cass County about the bridge repair that is needed on Sioux Camp Road.   Anderson will write a letter to Enblom confirming this conversation and that the County will do the repairs.

Road Quotes - The Board reviewed the road quotes from Felton Brothers and Lott Excavating for maintaining the township roads from April 1, 2003 to March 31, 2004.  The quotes are attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Accept the road quotes from Felton Brothers and Lott Excavating for maintaining the township roads from April 1, 2003 through March 31, 2004.  
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Road Meetings – Each Spring the Board drives the roads with the contractor who maintains them to help determine what work, if any, needs to be scheduled for the summer.  The Board will meet with Felton Brothers on Thursday, April 10, at 9:00 a.m.   Schmidt will contact Lott Excavating to set a date with them.

Schmidt reported that he and Berger toured the roads and inspected signs.  There are some signs missing.  Bliss told Schmidt he has the authority to order road signs as needed.
OLD BUSINESS

Coryell Petition – Anderson reported that Coryell called her before the meeting.  He is ill and will not be able to attend this meeting.  He is still trying to work things out with Kruger and MacFarlane.

Newsletter – Anderson asked the Board to review their copy of the newsletter and give her comments.   It was suggested that she contact Doug Sandstrom from the DNR for an article and the County about new regulations.  

 Town Hall – Bliss reported that he has spoken to a few people about possible sites.  One site is too narrow and probably wouldn’t work.  The other two sites would work well.  

Bliss also spoke to Tobias Bakken of Hammers Construction Inc. about the price of a swimming pool.  Wadena and Perham both have a swimming pool in a steel building.  The completed cost is about $45,000 not including plumbing and heating.  It is about $600 for chemicals per year and about $100 per month to heat the water.  It would cost about $3,500 to $4,000 to make the pool handicapped accessible.  Other things to consider are:  the state requires a C.P.O. maintenance person, the state requires an inspector to review the  project plans 6 weeks prior to constructions, the  dehumidifier and air exchanges is about $30,000.  The total cost would be about $100,000.    If the building is built according to the present plans the bathrooms would be all right, however, we still would need a shower and dressing room.
At the annual meeting it was agreed that articles will appear in the newspaper followed by a survey being mailed to property owners.  Bliss will write the news article.  Then we will have to work on the questions for the survey.

NEW BUSINESS
Pay the bills – Burgers and Anderson presented the bills for payment.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Authorize payment of the bills as presented totaling $ 3,526.03, plus payroll.  A copy of the bills are attached to the original minutes of this meeting. 
Donations – At the annual meeting several donations were authorized.  Bliss explained that the Board should not authorize payment of these donations until we receive a final ruling from the State.  At the present time there is a bill at the State Legislature stating that townships cannot raise the levy on any item and will have to go back to the 2002 levies as authorized at the annual meeting.  If this happens Wabedo will not be able to make the donations because we will need the money to run the Township.  Anderson will send a note explaining what is happening to each of the organizations expecting a donation.    Anderson reported that a computer for the Longville Ambulance Service as discussed at the annual meeting will cost about $2,500 and only $1,500 was approved.
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Life Insurance - The Township received a letter from Minnesota Benefit Association giving the Township an opportunity to change the type of life insurance they have for the supervisors. The Board chose to stay with the same type of coverage as in the past. 

Minnesota Spring Maintenance Expo - The Board reviewed the flier for the Minnesota Spring Maintenance Expo in St. Cloud.  MOTION:  Authorize payment of expenses, wage and mileage for Butler and Schmidt to attend one day at the Minnesota Expo in St. Cloud.
Crow Wing - Anderson presented a request from Crow Wing Power to do some work in Wabedo Township.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve the request from Crow Wing Power to install 1/0 25 Kv underground cable for Robert Adelmann on Pine Crest Road with the work to start on or after May 1, 2003.  

District 5 resolution - Bliss presented a county hazard mitigation planning resolution request from District 5.  The Board discussed the resolution.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Authorize Bliss to sign the Hazard Mitigation Planning Resolution from District 5- Resolution number 4-1-03.  A copy of the resolution is attached to the minutes.   

PLANNING COMMISSION

C. Anderson reported that Harold Harper, the vice chair, is very ill and may not be in Wabedo Township this summer.  The Board recommended that C. Anderson appoint a temporary vice chair.  

C. Anderson reported on the Shaw variance request.  Shaw was not at the site visit and Anderson is not sure what the request is.  They want to move some dirt and this would involve a bluff restoration plan.  Anderson will attend the meeting of the Board of Adjustment in Walker next week to further track this variance. 
Anderson and Bliss discussed a letter they received from Bridget Chard.  Chard helped the Planning Commission write Wabedo’s Comprehensive Plan.  It is time to up date the plan.  Anderson will meet with Chard to help determine what the next step should be. The Board authorized wages, expenses and mileage be paid to C. Anderson for his meeting with Chard in Pillager on Thursday, April 10, 2003.

OTHER BUSINESS

Short courses - The board discussed the short courses they attended this past week.  

Open Meeting Law - The Board reviewed the Open Meeting Law.  

Lauritsen Letter – Bliss reported that he talked to a lawyer at the short course about the possible Lauristen petition for a cart path.  The lawyer recommended that the Board advise Lauristen about getting a court declared legal easement from the Prison of War Road.  

Adjournment – MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Adjournment at 9:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



Approved:  

Barbara Anderson, Clerk




William C. Bliss, Chair 
