Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors

May 11, 2004

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Carole Houghton, and Clerk Barbara Anderson

Guests:  4 Sign in sheet attached to the original minutes.

The meeting was called to order by Chair Bliss at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Minutes – The minutes of the April 21 monthly meeting, April 21 Board of Review, April 21 meeting with the Planning Commission and the May 5 road meeting with Bill Herheim were presented.

MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve of the above stated meetings as written.

Treasurer’s Report – Houghton gave the Cash Control Statement and the Current Investment Report for the month of April 2004.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed unanimously:  Accept the treasurer’s report for the month of April 2004 with the Cash Control Statement balance of $66,439.04 and the Current Investment Report with a balance of $43,285.33.

ROAD & BRIDGE

Supervisor’s road report – A copy of this report is attached to the original minutes of this meeting

1. Schmidt reviewed his report on which roads should have calcium chloride, the width of the application and the thickness that should be spread.   It was decided that Shangri-La should have calcium chloride to the end of the road.  

2. Crushing should be done by the end of May. 

3. Prioritize road projects on roads contracted by Bill Herheim. 

· S. Little Boy Drive (D)

· Brush ½ mile each side of road as designated last year. cost  $7,188.50

· Gravel last half 





cost $4,824.00

              ● Wabedo Springs Rd (A)   Gravel




cost $   363.00

  ●Pine Crest Road (B) seed and spread hay



cost $1,535.00

  Total of all projects





                 $13,910.50


Projects on hold:  

· Culverts by Bargen Lane




cost $   800.00

· Change Bargen LN. access to S. Little Boy

cost $7,196.75

The Board discussed all the projects and decided not to change the access from Bargen Lane to South Little Boy Drive at this time.  The Township has been told that Mr. Fritch will be dedicating the triangle of land at the corner of Bargen Lane and South Little Boy Drive.  No work should be done at this entrance until the dedication has been completed and the Township has been notified in writing.

MOTION:  Schmidt/passed: Approve all the road projects for the roads contracted by Bill Herheim except the work changing the access from Bargen Lane on to South Little Boy Drive.  

Herheim suggested that the Township purchase large orange cones and portable road work signs.  The Board discussed purchasing two sets, one for Dave Felton and one for Bill Herheim, to use when working on our township roads.  Schmidt will follow through on this.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Authorize Schmidt to purchase 12 orange cones and 2 portable road work ahead signs with the price not to exceed $1,000.  
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Schmidt reported that Brad and Donna Johnson live at the very end of Norway Lane.  He suggested that the township work with Johnson to correct the road turn around easement at the end of Norway Lane.  At the present time the legal easement is in the middle of a wetlands area closer to the Johnson house.  The Township is using the area next to the Johnson pole barn as a turn around.  The Johnson’s do not want the legal easement area used.  It was agreed that Schmidt will work with Mr. & Mrs. Johnson.  

Schmidt reported that Cass County requires a permit for anyone building a driveway onto a county road.  The back of the permit gives all the specs and rules.  Schmidt believes the township needs to address this in our comprehensive plan.  

North Bay Drive - Schmidt reported that he drove this road in preparation for the up coming public hearing on the Township taking over the road.  The road is .5 miles long.  Signs needed 1 dead end, 1 stop ahead, 1 curve left, and 1 curve right.  Strengths are the road has a very workable ditch, most trees are under 6”, road has a good base in most areas, driveways enter road level, except for the driveway to the new addition.  It should not need any additional culverts.  Work to be done:  gravel and brushing.  Problem area is the cul-de-sac placement.  

On Sale Liquor License for the Wabedo Inn - The Wabedo Inn has applied for a renewal of their on-sale liquor license.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the renewal of the on-sale liquor license for the Wabedo Inn.  

OLD BUSINESS

Caller ID for Butler – Bliss explained that after the last board meeting Butler has been receiving some threatening telephone calls regarding township business.  Bliss authorized Anderson to purchase and install a Caller ID for Butler for his safety.  The cost was $15 for the box, $15 for the telephone installation and $5 per month.  The cost of these will be reimbursed by the township.  The telephone billing must be done on Butler’s telephone bill, therefore Butler will put in for his reimbursement each month.

Update of McCarthey Lake - Bliss read the letter from Glen Yakel, Hydrographics Supervisor, Minnesota DNR Waters. In the letter he states that the legal name of the lake in McCarthey and it cannot be changed.  Anderson will send a letter to Mrs. Lundgren regarding this information.  

Findings of Fact to be signed – The Clerk presented the Findings of Fact for the denial of an off-sale liquor license for the Ridgewood Golf Course to be signed.  The Findings of Fact were prepared by the township attorney Rebecca Anderson.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Authorize the Supervisors to sign the Findings of Fact on behalf of Wabedo Township.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve the claims - The Clerk presented claims totaling $11,591.28, which included a $3,131.94 payment to the Minnesota Pollution Control and $5,000 in donations approved at the annual meeting.  Also, presented was $1,315.54 in payroll. MOTION:  Butler/passed unanimously:  Approve the payment of the claims totaling $11,591.28 and payroll totaling $1,315.54.  
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L & R Seminar - Bliss will represent the township at the L & R Seminar in June.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Authorize payment of expenses for room and mileage for Bill Bliss to attend the L & R Seminar on June 7 and 8.   

PERA Seminar – Anderson reported that there is a PERA Seminar in Grand Rapids on June 8th.  There is no cost for the seminar.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Authorize payment for mileage and hours for the clerk to attend a PERA Seminar in Grand Rapids on June 8th.

Department of Administration letter - After reviewing this letter and determining the annual fee is $500 the board decided not join.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Wabedo Township will not join the Cooperative Purchasing Agreement due to the cost of $500 per year annual fee.  

Crow Wing Power Letter - Schmidt reported that the work described in this letter has already been completed.  

Land Stewardship Project - This is an informational letter only.  The Board did not take any action.

MSI Letter - This is an informational letter only.

MATS Letter - This letter is about the PAL program offered by Minnesota Associations of Townships Agency.   MOTION:  Schmidt/passed (2 yes, 1 abstain):  Wabedo Township join the PAL Program offered by the Minnesota Associations of Townships Agency.  Anderson and Bliss will fill out the paperwork. 

Resolution for the DNR road - Bliss reviewed the DNR meeting with the residents about North Bay Road becoming a township road.  The Board received a proper petition from the residents.  The concern about the road is that the last property owner does not want the Township to maintain the road through their property.  The DNR is planning on closing the present boat launch.  The land will be made into a park area and the DNR does not want to give up their right to access their property.  Chesla, the last property owner on the road, does not want the road maintained that goes through their property.  The neighbors do not want to give up their access to the DNR property and Mule Lake.  They would like to be able to get to the Lake by snowmobile, ATV and foot.  A letter should be sent to Rebecca Anderson, the township’s attorney, asking how does the township legally maintain the road and stop the maintenance at the west edge of the Chesla property and still have an easement through the Chesla property to the DNR property.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  The Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors will hold a public hearing at the site to discuss the petition to make North Bay Road a township road. The legal description of this property is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  A notice will be published in the newspaper and a letter will be sent to the property owners in the area.  

Sky Blue Waters – Butler discussed the Sky Blue Waters program and asked if Wabedo Township should join.  The Board discussed this program.  The concept is good, however, there are two reasons the Township has not joined at this time.  First, when an organization decides to opt out of the program there is a 90 day period before the opt -out is final.  In that time period the organization is responsible for their share of any financial obligations for Sky Blue Waters.  Second, the board believes that this program is a duplication of other programs that are now available.
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PLANNING COMMISSION – C. Anderson 

Thelen – Anderson and Sausman of the Wabedo Township Planning Commission met with Paul Fairbanks of Cass County regarding the Thelen plan for a variance.  Thelen proposes to remove an old house on the west side of the road and build a garage.  The Planning Commission is agreeable to that plan.

Taylor Timbers on Little Boy Lake - Anderson asked the question:  If a person purchases a non-riparian lot and obtains 1/6 interest in the lake lot, does the lake lot then become part of the plat?  The Board told him to contact the township’s attorney, Rebecca Anderson.  Have her bill this as a separate item.  

LSSD –Anderson explained that the Planning Commission is working with Mr.  & Mrs. DeVries on connecting to the LSSD.  The Planning Commission would also like to contact the other property owners in that area to see if they are interested in connecting to the LSSD at this time.  The Board asked the clerk to send out these letters.

Other information – Jack Abrahamson and Sue Gehrman’s terms are up this year

Marilynne Davies reported on the seminar she attended – “Your role as a Planning Commissioner”.  She thought everyone on the planning commission should attend the seminar.  

OTHER CORRESPONDENCE 

Bliss read thank you letters from the Dive Team, Northland Family Center and Family Safety Network for the township’s donations.  

Adjournment – MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 9:10 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,



Approved

Barbara Anderson




William C. Bliss

Clerk






Chair 

