Wabedo Township

Board of Supervisors Monthly Meeting

March 17, 2004


Present:  Supervisors Bill Bliss, Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Alicia Burgers, Deputy Treasurer Carole Houghton, and Clerk Barbara Anderson 
Guests:  15:   The sign-in sheet is attached to the original minutes.

Ron Cayko, attorney for Ridgewood Golf Course, asked permission to tape record the meeting.  Permission was granted.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chair Bliss.

The Pledge of Allegiances was recited.

Minutes - Anderson presented the minutes of the February 18, 2004 meeting.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the minutes of the February 18, 2004 meeting as written.

Treasurer’s report - Burgers presented the Cash Control Statement and the Current Investment Report for the month of February 2004. MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Accept the Cash Control Statement with a balance of $76,758.91 and the Current Investment Report with a balance of $43,285.33.  Both reports are for the month of February 2004.  
OLD BUSINESS

Off-Sale Liquor License Application from Ridgewood Golf Course - Ron Cayko, attorney for Pat and Maralyn Tabaka and Ridgewood Golf Course spoke on their behalf.  He gave each board member a 20 page packet of information regarding Wabedo Township and Tabaka/Tabaka Application for Off-Sale Liquor License.  He explained that the Golf Course has had demands for off-sale.  They have built a new clubhouse at the golf course where there will be dining, on-sale liquor and hopefully off-sale liquor.  The old clubhouse had both off and on sale liquor.   He reminded the Board that liquor licenses have to be renewed annually. In September 1999 Ridgewood Golf Course received an off-sale liquor license and now they want to renew that license.  The Golf Course has met all compliances and need the Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors approval to renew this license.  
Cayko said that he doesn’t believe that the traffic at the golf course will increase with an off-sale liquor license.  This is mainly for the convenience of the golfers.  In the packet of information is a petition that Nathan Tabaka and his sister had residents of Wabedo Township sign.     

Bliss asked why wasn’t the liquor license secured in 1999?  Tabaka responded that the building was not up to their standards and they wanted to build a new building.  In 2002 the economy was better, so they built the new building.  
Butler commented about the golf clubhouse not having showers for the golfers.  Why no facilities for golfers?  Cayko responded that not all club houses have showers.  He didn’t know what that had to do with the liquor license.

Bliss commented that not all the signatures on the petition were legible.  He asked if all the people who signed the petition are Wabedo Township residents?  Tabaka responded yes.  Bliss said he would take him at his word.  
R. Anderson asked if any action had been taken with the state to secure the liquor license in 1999?  Tabaka responded no.  R. Anderson asked then if this a new application? Tabaka responded yes.  Cayko responded it is a renewal of application.
R. Anderson asked is your plan to have off-sale in the club house or in another building?  Tabaka responded in the building, we are short on parking.
R. Anderson asked if the Golf Course staff was aware of the law change so that an off-sale liquor license is no longer needed to sell drinks on the golf course.  Nathan answered no.  
R. Anderson regarding sales, what portion of the clubhouse floor space is for liquor sales?  Tabaka responded sale of off-sale is at the bar, the same as on-sale.

R. Anderson said Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors want time to study the information packets you gave them tonight.  Would you agree to a two week continuance?  
Cayko said that this has been going on for a long time and he hopes to get approval tonight.  It is getting close to the opening of the golf season and Tabaka could loose some business.

R. Anderson asked what the hours would be.  Tabaka responded he didn’t know.  1:00 AM close for on-sale and 10:00 PM for off-sale.  

There were several comments from the residents attending the meeting.  

Bob Helling – As a golfer I think this is a good idea.  There is off-sale at the Anchorage.  It won’t affect the neighborhood; I don’t think they’ll sell that much.  It is for the convenience of the golfers.

Mark Johnson – lives by Ridgewood Golf Course and doesn’t see a problem.  He said he can get drunk and crawl home from the golf course. 

Iva Engels – Competition is good.  This won’t hurt the Docksider.

Ed Lammers – Showers for golfers are at country clubs.  Off-sale will be sold over the bar.  The Corral Liquor has off and on-sale in Wabedo.  This would be an added benefit for the clients and not financial impact on Longville. He is a firm believer in business enterprise they should have the right to have it.  Bliss responded that Corral Liquor is in Woodrow Township.

Marilynne Davis – My concern as a school teacher is the effect on the kids, under age kids working there, under age kids buying.  This is a liability issue.  

Craig Anderson - He is a non-drinker and is against because of the kids.  In the past there has been a program to teach kids golf.   He said he knows of a 16 year-old working there selling beer.  He is also disappointed with the clubhouse.

Cayko said the golf course is highly regulated.
Engels – said check Patrick’s record.  They don’t serve under age.

Pat Moran – What are the boards’ feelings?  Have you had any influence from the Anchorage or the City?  This won’t hurt other businesses in the area.  Wabedo Township and Cass County will get money for the license.  Tabaka pays large tax bill.

Bill responded that the Township did not contact other people.  Four people have contacted him 1 person from the township said they were for and three said they were in favor.  He did contact the City and invited them to have someone at the meeting.  Greg Gilsrud is here on behalf of the City. 

R. Anderson stated that the board hasn’t made a decision at this time.

Bliss said he believes that the majority rules.  Last year at the annual meeting there were 25 people in attendance and they all said no to off-sale liquor in Wabedo Township.  Tonight there are 15 here.  
Bill Hansen - At the annual meeting last year the residents said no to off-sale liquor license of any kind in Wabedo Township.   As a businessman I see that the city needs the support.  The city population is down 20% last year.  Off-sale should not be sold at the golf course.  Of $100,000 receipts at the Docksider 64% is from off-sale.  If this is lost – who pays?  I am opposed to an off-sale liquor license at the golf course.  I could get a petition with just as many names or more of people opposed.  
Lammers – I was not at the annual meeting.  Did people know what was going to be on the agenda?  Perhaps we should have a vote in June when everyone is here.  Bliss responded that this is not a ballot item.  Sunday sale was.    We did not publish the agenda of the annual meeting last year.  This year the agenda was on our website.

Helling – Golf course is an improvement to the community.  League in town part of the community.  More people golf then go to the Docksider.  Last year I saw kids drinking on the course, they were drinking out of the trunk of their dad’s cars.  Ranger ride around the golf course making sure everyone is behaving. Golf course is a big part of this area.
Johnson – Cass County was aware of this last year.   I did the septic system for the new clubhouse and it meets the specs. I helped with the applications for the sewer.
R. Anderson – Need to report annual license renewal.  The Township could check with the Cass County Sheriff’s department to see if there were any complaints.  The Board can approve the license with conditions.  Again she asked if the meeting could be continued for two weeks.

Cayko – We have attended lots of township meetings and the board has heard lots of comments.  The board has suffient information to make a decision, hopefully tonight.

Schmidt – The off-sale will be in the club house.  If they build another building will they need another license?   Cayko responded the township can approve with condition where they specify location.   

Bliss – Last year Nathan Tabaka said there was going to be a building by the road.  Tabaka responded no.  Cayko responded – condition on location.
Bliss stated that majority rules.  Not aware of condition could be applied.  He asked for a two week continuance.    A notice will be put in the newspaper to let public know.

There was a discussion about another meeting versus continuing this meeting.  If another meeting was held there would need to be a 10 day notice given in the newspaper.  

Lammers – Why would you vote against it?  Bliss responded it does not meet our comprehensive plan.  The Plan states Wabedo Township is to be kept rural in nature.  In 1999 Curt Carpenter requested on off-sale liquor license for the golf course with a building to built by the highway.  This is not rural in nature.  For that reason I voted against the license then.  The other two members are not on the board any longer.  

Lammers – In 1999 it passed.  Now the off-sale is in the clubhouse.  The 1999 request posed more impact and this request will have less impact.   What does the other board member think?

R. Anderson responded that the other board members have not made up their minds and would like a two week continuance to study the information given to them tonight. Cayko agreed to a two week continuance.   MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Continue this meeting until March 30, 2004 at 7:00 PM at the town hall to make a decision on the application of Ridgewood Golf course’s application for an off-sale liquor license.  
The people that attended the meeting for this topic left the meeting.  

ROAD & BRIDGE 

Supervisor’s report – Schmidt reported the following:

· Review Felton’s extra work for 2003 charge sheets.

· Prioritize 2004 road projects – this was tabled until after the road inspection meetings

· Looking at our roads, the trees are making it impossible to move snow off the roads.  We need to brush and clear at least ½ mile each year.  Then make sure the mower operator cuts two (2) swaths wherever possible.  Perhaps we should set up a schedule for ½ mile per year.

Road inspection meetings - The Board set a road inspection meeting with Felton at Monday, April 12, 2004 at 9:00 AM starting at the town hall.  Schmidt will contact Lott Excavating to set up a road inspection meeting with them.

Rock crushing – Schmidt will check with the county to see if they are doing any rock crushing this year.

Post for culverts - After a discussion the board decided that marking the culverts with posts would not work.  Schmidt will set up a file stating where the culverts are using house numbers or some permanent things.  
NEW BUSINESS


Approve the claims – The clerk and treasurer presented claims totaling $928.94 and payroll totaling $1,261.47.  MOTION:  Butler/passed unanimously:  Approve the claims and payroll for payment.  

Changing Monthly meeting date - Tabled until next month.

Cooperative Purchasing Venture - The Board discussed this.  In the past the cooperative purchasing has only been for trucks and road equipment.  The Board decided to join this project in case there has been some changes in this plan.  The clerk will fill out the proper papers. 

Cass Count letter re:  exempt property owners - The Board reviewed the letter and discussed the tax exempt properties in Wabedo Township.  The clerk will fill out the proper papers. 

Correcting the name of McCartney Lake - Bliss reported that a resident has brought to the Board attention that on the maps there is a McCarthy Lake.   He has an old map showing the lake as McCartney Lake.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Have the clerk write a letter to Cass County asking that the name of the lake be corrected to McCartney.
MATS form to sign - The clerk reminded the board members that each year after the annual meeting there is a form to be signed for MATS.  Each member signed the card and the clerk will send it in.
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Mule Lake Estates – C. Anderson, chair of the planning commission, reported that Cass County Planning Commission is schedules to hold the final hearing on the Mule Lake Estates plat. 

OTHER BUSINESS

Review annual meeting and plan next steps if needed – The Board discussed the annual meeting.  The recommended that next year we have a handout for past donations and request for that meeting.  The Board started discussion about the town hall.  It was decided to wait and hear what Russ Link from Camp Olson has to say after he meets with his board.  

MATS Merger of Trusts – Bliss explained that this is something Minnesota Association of Townships (MATS) has been working on for quite awhile.  He thinks it is a good idea.

Thank you!! – Alicia Burgers is leaving the board after about 14 years as treasurer of Wabedo Township.  Bliss spoke on behalf of the board in thanking Burgers for all her years of service and wished her well in the future.  Burgers is moving out of Wabedo Township.  We will miss her.  Bliss then introduced Carole Houghton, the deputy treasurer.   She will take Burgers place.  

At 9:15 PM the meeting was continued until 7:00 PM on Tuesday, March 30, 2004.

March 30, 2004
Bliss called the meeting back to order at 7:00 PM.

Mr. Wallner, attorney for Ridgewood Golf Course and Pat & Maralyn Tabaka asked if could record the meeting. Permission was granted.  
Bliss asked the public if there was anyone, who had not already spoken, who wanted to speak at this time.  
Greg Gilsrud, a councilman from the City of Longville, read a letter signed by the Longville City Council and the Mayor of Longville, asking the Board of Supervisors to deny the application for off-sale liquor at Ridgewood Golf Course.   A copy of this letter is attached to the original minutes of this meeting. A copy of the letter is attached to the original minutes of this meeting. 
Ed Hammersten – Said he has been around golf for 50 years.  He was caddy, worked at a golf course and plays golf.  He is glad to have Ridgewood close by.  Golf is an experience.  There is a certain ambiance at a golf course.  Ridgewood does a good job to maintain that ambiance.  The new clubhouse shows it.  Off-sale liquor and the ambiance are incompatible.  

Phil Mix – He said he doesn’t see any reason not to grant this application.  Competition is good.  Why drive to Brainerd and Grand Rapids, we need to support local businesses.  
Dick Pullen – Look at the main street of Longville.  We need to support the local businesses we have.  He is against the application. 

Bob Adelmann – We moved here in August 2003.  This is a dynamic community for a small town.  He appreciates businessmen like Mr. Tabaka, however, he doesn’t want to see the town hurt and is against the application.

Howard Karon – He worked in the liquor business for 35 years.  No other golf course in the state has an off-sale liquor license that he knows of.  If off-sale is granted, what about designated parking, carry out, an adult working at all times.  Personally he feels off-sale should not be at the golf course. 
Bob Wallner, in response to Karon, the golf course is suitable for on and off-sale.  There is a letter to the board in their packets from the State.   And in response to the last meeting about under age drinking and selling – There has never been a complaint at Patrick’s or the golf course in 17 years.  There has never been a dram shop case in all that time.   A letter was sent out about the petition – the return has been 181 signatures yes, 2 signatures no and 4 people did not sign just wrote comments.  They obtained the names from the county web site.
Bliss – Mr. Cayko agreed at the March 17th meeting this was a new application, he had a packet of information to read, and a copy of a petition at the last meeting.  We asked for a continuation of the meeting to review the packet of information and verify the names.  After reviewing the packet I found some errors.  On the application the questions is “State whether applicant or any of the associates in this application, have ever had an application for a liquor license rejected by any municipality or state authority” the answer on the application is no.  That is not true as the Township has denied an application.  The answer should be yes.   At that meeting, I asked if all the names on the petition were Wabedo Township residents and the answer was yes, however, I saw three names that are not township residents.  Who received this new petition letter?  I didn’t.  You stated that you have received 186 signatures for yes; there are 900 parcels of land in Wabedo Township.  A point about the new petition letter, it states “...they (Wabedo Township) have requested a petition of people in favor of the off-sale liquor license”.  Bliss stated that Wabedo Township did not ask for that a new petition to be sent out, we asked for a clarification of the old petition signatures.  
Bliss continued that three residents have talked to him about this new letter.  One was against it; one was not sure until I told him that we cannot limit the off-sale liquor licenses in the township.  Then he was against it and one received the letter and replied no.

Schmidt reported that he had four calls about the letter. They were concerned because it sounded like the board wanted this information.   He was interrupted by a resident stating that he did not want this because it was hearsay.
 Butler reported that 20 minutes before he left for this meeting he had an anonymous telephone call stating “be careful how you vote tonight”.  He had three people call to say they were against this off-sale liquor in Wabedo Township.

B. Anderson reported that as the clerk she has received e-mail and telephone calls against the off-sale in Wabedo Township.   

R. Anderson asked each board person to state the names of the people they heard from.  Bliss heard from Bill Hansen, Don Waldera, and Alice Simmering.  Schmidt heard from Keith Lundsted,  
Butler heard from Mary Jacobson, Bob & Luann Adelmann.  Anderson heard from WR from Longville, Ted Beise, John Sullivan, Phil and Patricia Larson by e-mail and Lorin Neuenfeldt, John Monson in person.  
R. Anderson advised the board that they have three options:  deny the application with reason, approve the application with conditions, or approve the application with reasons.  

She then reviewed the history:  

· In 1999 an application for off-sale was approved with no reason.

· Tabaka started building a new clubhouse in 2002 and finished it in 2003

· March 12, 2003 an off-sale application was denied based on wishes of the residents at the annual meeting not to have off-sale in Wabedo Township.

· In 1999 an off-sale license was needed to sell drinks from a cart on the golf course

· That law has changed and the off-sale license is not longer needed.

· In 1999 off-sale liquor could only be sold in an designated area

· Liquor license is renewed annually

· Off-sale is not their main source of revenue.

· This is  a new application 

· The Comprehensive Plan calls for rural community and to work with the City on a long range business plan.

· Cayko said at the last meeting that if denied Tabaka will take the Township to court.

Wallner said they would be open to conditions, such as limit the sale to the clubhouse only and no new building.

R. Anderson asked about parking.   The board could address this with conditions.

Bliss stated the township cannot limit off-sale liquor licenses.  Comprehensive plan calls for a rural nature community.  As for competition there are 4 off-sale liquor places within 4 miles of Wabedo Township – there is competition.  At the 2003 annual meeting off-sale liquor was on the agenda.  No one at the meeting spoke in favor of off-sale liquor in Wabedo Township.  
MOTION:  Bliss/approved unanimously:  Deny the application for an off-sale liquor license to Ridgewood Golf Course.
R. Anderson stated the reasons for denial:

· Based on the opinion of the residents at the annual meeting in 2003

· The Comprehensive Plan calls for a rural community

· There are four off-sale liquor stores within four miles of the township

· Laws have changed and there is no need for an off-sale liquor license to sell liquor from the cart on the course
· Tabaka will not suffer.  The golf course has Sunday and On-Sale liquor.

· The main business is the golf course.

R. Anderson said she will draw up the finding for the board to sign.

Helling asked if the board had discussed this before the meeting:  R. Anderson stated she had a working session with the board and the meeting was posted and the public was welcome.

MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM.

Respectfully submitted,



Approved

Barbara Anderson




William C. Bliss

Clerk






Chair 
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