
Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
May 14, 2003

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisor Patrick Butler, Treasurer Alicia Burgers, Clerk Barbara Anderson 

Excused:  Supervisor Ralph Schmidt

Guests:  27 sign in sheet attached to original minutes.  

Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Liquor license – Bliss explained that there are two liquor license renewals in the township, one for the Wabedo Inn and the other for the Ridgewood Golf Course, both renewals are for on sale licenses.   MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the application for an on sale liquor license for Harry Bean at the Wabedo Inn.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the application for an on sale liquor license for Maralyn Tabaka at the Ridgewood Golf Course.  

Bliss explained that Ridgewood Golf Course had applied for an off sale liquor license.  At the annual meeting off sale liquor licenses were discussed and it was the strong consensus of the people present that they do not want off sale liquor in the township.  Based on the information the Board denied Tabaka’s request for an off sale liquor license at Ridgewood Golf course.  It seems that the owners of the Golf Course have contacted an attorney.  We will have to wait and see what happens. 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Bliss explained how the planning commission works and that it is an advisory commission to the board of supervisors.  He introduced Craig Anderson, chair of the planning commission.  Anderson reported that the planning commission discussed the two proposed developments, on Little Boy Lake and the one on Mule Lake at their meeting. The proposed plan for Little Boy Lake has six non-riparian lots with one common controlled access lot.   The proposed development plan for Mule Lake is a PUD with high density.   Anderson read from the Comprehensive Plan pages 5, 6, & 10.  He explained that neither proposed development meets the Wabedo Township Comprehensive Plan.  He read an e-mail memo from Allan C. Ritchie who has property on Pine Sisken Trail on Little Boy Lake.  A copy of the memo is attached to the original set of minutes.   Anderson reported that the Planning Commission recommends to the Board of Supervisors that they deny these two proposed developments because they do not meet Wabedo Township’s Comprehensive Plan.
Little Boy Lake - Bliss explained that the developer for this plat is T&T Northern Development.  Bliss asked for discussion about the proposed development on Little Boy Lake.  Harlan Fierstine, Area Fisheries Supervisor for the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources read a letter he had written to the board of supervisors for Wabedo Township.  A copy of his letter is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  In his letter he recommends that the Board deny this proposed development due to the negative impact it would have on the muskellunge spawning habitat and other critical fish habitat in this area of Little Boy Lake.  
Butler lives next door to the proposed common controlled access lot and is concerned about the negative impact on the habitat in the area.  The lake lot has a lot of wet lands on it.  There is a public access to the lake and he thinks the land owners should use that and that there should not be a common access lot.   Another resident from the area agrees with Butler.  
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Terry Freeman, of Landecker and Associates, spoke on behalf of the land owner.  He reported that the land owner has 30 acres across South Little Boy Drive where he will develop houses.  He plans on having guidelines on how the common access lot can be used.  Cars will not be permitted, but perhaps 4 wheelers or golf carts could be used.  Freeman explained there would be covenants.
Bliss stated that controlled access lots are not allowed in the township’s comprehensive plan.

MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  The Wabedo Township’s board of Supervisors recommends to Cass County to deny the proposed development on Little Boy Lake by Taylor Timber because the proposed plan does not meet the township’s comprehensive plan.  The Township will not support the development of controlled access lots that provide lake access for second tier or non-riparian lots.  

Freeman then asked if the Board objected to the lot on the lake being developed as a single family residence.  The Board had no objection to this as long as it is a build-able lot.  Berger asked for a clarification about the lake lot – That this lot is only to be used by the owners of the lot and cannot be used as an access by the lots across the road.  Freeman said he was asking about the single family private lot on the lake only.  

Mule Lake - Bliss explained that the developer for this plat is Chris Frich.  He then asked for discussion on this proposed development.  There were several people who live in the area of this proposed development attending the meeting.   B. Savre voiced concerns about the driveway into this PUD.  Where will the access be?  He does not want them all using his driveway to have access to this property.  Another neighbor is concerned about the number of docks/slips that will be needed for these 10 cabins.  Ervin Larson, a retired conservation supervisor for Anoka County, was concerned about the wetlands and disposal for the cabins.  Can Mule Lake with stand the strain on the lake of this number of cabins?  Another neighbor wanted to know if the land owner was going to live in this PUD?  Hammersten said he was offended with this type of a development on a land that the neighbors and other organizations had worked so hard to obtain land and create a Quiet Place.  He was also concerned about a possible conflict of interest of Rusty Lilyquist.  Lilyquist is the realtor handling this development and he is also a Cass County Commissioner.  
Freeman from Landecker & Associates spoke on behalf of the land owner.  He explained that there is platted road into this proposed development. He also explained that the setback for the lake is 100’ and the land owner is proposing 150’ setback.  There are different things the land owner can do to obtain a larger foot print area for the cabins.  He is proposing 6 cabins on the first tier and 4 cabins on the second tier; plus 3 individual sites.  There would be 5 docks with two slips or two docks with 5 slips.   The drain field for the cabins would be behind the garages.  He believes that the land owner has looked at all possible building proposals and decided to make the cabins bigger and nicer rather then smaller and cheaper.  

Lilyquist said land owners are good stewards of the land, while resort people are not.  If the PUD is not granted the land owner will have to consider a resort.
There was a discussion about the Mule Lake Narrows Association.  Savre gave the history of that development.  It was done for real estate tax purposes only.  The building sites have been there for over 80 years.  The cabins are now homes, but they are built on the places as before.
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MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Recommend to Cass County that the proposed PUD Development for Mule Lake by Chris Frich be denied because it does not meet Wabedo Township’s Comprehensive Plan.  Developments such as this will have a negative affect on the residential character of the community.  

Letter to Paul Fairbanks – Bliss explained that Sylvan Township also has a planning commission.  Sylvan Township asked the County ESD for the permission to sign off on all proposed plats before it goes to the county.  This was granted.  This is done under Minnesota Statute 505.09, subd. 1a. Wabedo Township will be asking to sign off on all plats before they go to the county based on this statute.  The County and the Townships will be working very closely on this. 

Variance on Lake Louise – Anderson explained that this is a natural environment lake off County Road 120.  The set back on this lake is 150’ and the variance is for 100’.  Anderson said he is more in favor of a road variance than a lake setback variance.  The County tabled this variance request for one month so they could look at the possibility of a road variance and if the garage is turned could the house be built without a variance.
GENERAL BUSINESS

Approval of minutes – The clerk  presented the minutes of the regular board meeting held April 8 and the Board of Review held April 21, 2003.  MOT ION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the minutes of the April 8th board meeting and the minutes of the April 21st Board of Review minutes as written.
Treasurer’s Report - Burgers gave the Current Investment Report and the Cash Control Statement for the month of April 2003.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Accept the Current Investment Report with a balance of $46,427.89 and the Cash Control Statement with a balance in all accounts of $58,021.05 as of April 30, 2003.  The Board noted that the interest rate was lower on one of the Certificates of Deposit when it was renewed.  

ROAD & BRIDGE

Since both road contractors were not able to be present at this meeting, the approval and the prioritizing of all road projects for the summer of 2003 was postponed until next month.  The following work was authorized to be started in May:  Felton Brothers – Sioux Camp Road and the last part of Glenmar Road according to the proposed work.  The work on Sioux Camp includes 2 hours 515, 2 hours blade, 300 yards of gravel to be placed in different places, and clay in sand pockets second corner totaling $2,483.  The work on the last part of Glenmar Road is to include 2 hours 515, 1 hour blade and 300 yards of gravel in different places totaling $2,105.    Lott Excavating- Little Boy Drive.  The work on Little Boy Drive includes replacing a culvert at the end by Johnson; Regravel the newly built part by Pine Sisken.  Bliss will have Landecker resurvey the corner of South Little Boy Drive and Bargen Lane to determine who owns this point of property.  
Felton reported that Kego Township has approved work on the divided part of Shangri-la road and Wabedo Township’s cost will be $1,573.

Zaske asked if there was any way to get the 200’ of road bladed between Stoney Creek and County Hwy 54.  Bliss reported that this is maintained by the County not by the Township.  He will contact the county.  
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Gravel pit - The Township has enough crushed gravel for about one more year.  The county will not be crushing in the gravel pit any more because they do not have any more rock there.  The only rock left to crush is under the present Township pile.

Old County Road 47 – Coryell asked who maintained this road.  Bliss explained that it is maintained by the County not the township.  Coryell will contact the county about some road problems.

NEW BUSINES

Pay the bills - Burgers and Anderson presented the bills for the month for approval totaling $2,236.69, plus the payment of $3,131.94 to Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve payment of the bills as presented.  Claims list for approval is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  

OLD BUSINESS

Coryell petition – Coryell reported that he is meeting with Krueger and MacFarlane this week.  He hopes to have an easement signed this week.

OTHER BUSINESS

A reminder that the planning commission will be holding a special meeting Thursday, May 22 at 7:00 p.m. with Bridget Chard to start work on up dating the township’s comprehensive plan.

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted



Approved

Barbara Anderson




William C. Bliss

Clerk






Chair 
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