Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
Monthly Meeting

June 11, 2003

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Alicia Burgers and Clerk Barbara Anderson

Guests:  Craig Anderson, Dave Felton, Marilynn Davis, Donald Lemke

The Pledge of Alliagence was recited.  

Approval of minutes – The clerk presented the minutes of the May 14, 2003 meetings.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the minutes of the May 14, 2003, meeting as written.

Treasurer’s Report – The Treasurer presented the Cash Control Statement and the Current Investment Report for the month of May.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Accept the Cash Control Statement with a balance of $54,445.39 and the Current Investment Report with a grand total of $43,295.95 both reports dated May 31, 2003.

ROAD & BRIDGE

Supervisors’ road report – Check the ditches on C road.

Set road projects for 2003 – 

· Felton – The Board reviewed the minutes of the road meeting with Felton and set the following road projects:
· Island View, Glenmar divided, Shangri –La divided and Pikie Point were approved last month

· End of Shangri-La

· Glenmar last part

· Woodduck and Hunter Lake roads will be reviewed in the late summer or fall

· Note Shangri-La divided is done.

· Herheim – The Board did not discuss road projects on A,B,C, or D roads

Don Lemke

Mr. Lemke lives at the end of Hunter Lake Road, 3231 Hunter Lake Trail.  This is the place where Felton Brothers turn around when doing road maintenance.  Lemke reported that he would like to blacktop Hunter Lake Trail.  He has contacted Anderson Brothers for a bid.  He said the project plan addresses the run off problems.  Bliss told Lemke that he had spoken to a lawyer for guidance in this matter, and he was told that a private resident cannot blacktop a township road.  However, the township can have the work done and the private resident can pay the township for the project.  Lemke agreed to this proposal.  The Board agreed to meet with a representative from Anderson Brothers and Lemke at the site on June 16th to discuss this project further.  MOTION;  Bliss/passed:  A meeting be held at the site of 3231 Hunter Lake Trail, with the Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors, Don Lemke and a representative from Anderson Brothers to discuss the possible black topping of the turn around; with Lemke paying for the blacktop and maintenance.
Signage - Schmidt reported that he has been brushing the signage throughout the township.   
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OLD BUSINESS

Coryell petition - no report

Donations approved at the annual meeting - Anderson reminded that Board that the donations approved at the annual meeting have not been paid because of a possible ruing from the State regarding levies.  The Legislature has adjourned without discussing the topic.  Anderson wanted to know when the Board would like to make these donations.  The Board asked her to include the donations with the claims for next month.
Follow up to the letter to Paul Fairbanks - Anderson reported that she had received a copy of a letter from Earl Maus, Cass County Attorney, to Rusty Lilyquist, regarding the Wabedo Township Land Plat Approval.  A copy of the letter was included in the board packets.  The letter states: “I have reviewed the legal opinion, which had previously been given to Paul Fairbanks by Assistant County Attorney Jon Eclov.  Upon re-reviewing the matter it does appear that Wabedo Town Board has authority to approve plats within its jurisdiction pursuant to Minnesota Statute §505.09.”  Anderson asked if the Township needs a letter from Fairbanks stating the same thing.  No we don’t.
Newspaper article update- Bliss explained that at the annual meeting it was decided that one or more newspaper articles should appear in the local paper regarding the possibility of a new town hall.  Bliss is working with the Press-Citizen newspaper on these articles. 

Letter to the YAH Club - Bliss reported that the president of the Young At Hearts (YAH) Club may be interested in using the Wabedo Township new town hall.  The clerk was asked to send a letter to Mr. Tony Ozark asking if there is interest in the YAH Club using the proposed new town hall.  With this letter Ozark can then discuss it with the members.
NEW BUSINESS

Pay the bills - The Board reviewed the Claims List for Approval.  They decided not to pay the Minn. Assn. of Townships Agency for the E&O insurance in the amount of $535.00.  Bliss thought he had read that the $1,000,000 policy was going to be the same as the $500,000 policy from MSI. the premium would be $459.00.  He will check into this.   MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Authorize the payment of the bills totaling $7,747.22.  A Claims List for Approval is attached to original minutes of this meeting.  

Website – Anderson discussed the news article in the latest Minnesota Township NEWS regarding websites.  A program has been developed for local governments called GovOffice.  The cost of the program is $200, based on population and there is a monthly hosting cost of $20.  Anderson also reviewed other costs involved such as a telephone line.  The Board discussed all the possibilities that could be done with a website.  It was decided to include questions regarding this in the survey what will be going to all property owners regarding the updating of the comprehensive plan.

Low Wake Zone - Butler reported on an e-mail he had received from Ron Stokesbary on Little Boy Lake requesting the township look into a low wake zone for that lake.  Butler would like to look into this and report back to the board.  He will talk to people from the DNR, and Cass County Sheriff’s department.  
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National NATaT meeting in Washington, DC – Bliss discussed the nation meeting of the National Association of Townships which will be held in Washington DC.  He has attended this meeting in the past and has been able to bring new information back to the local board.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  (2 yes and 1 abstaining) Approve payment of $700 to send Bill Bliss to the meeting of the National Association of Townships in Washington DC.   
Crow Wing Power application – Anderson reported that Crow Wing Power has applied to do some work in Wabedo Township on White Oak Drive.  She was asked to let Crow Wing Power know that White Oak Drive is not a township road.   
PLANNING COMMISSION

Shaw - C. Anderson reported that Shaw is on Little Boy Lake and has asked for a conditional use permit to move more than 50 cubic yards of dirt.  The planning commission has no problem with this.

Taylor Timber – C. Anderson reported that this is a proposed development on Little Boy Lake with a common access lot and six out lots. Last month the Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors denied this proposal because it does not meet the township comprehensive plan.  The developer was informed by the County that he has to work with the Township’s planning commission.  The developer attended the June meeting of the Wabedo Township planning commission and presented the same plan that was denied.  Anderson reported that about 40 residents attended that meeting and had the opportunity to express their concerns and comments.  No action was taken.

 Mule Lake – C. Anderson reported that the same developer wants to develop a PUD on Mule Lake.  Last month the Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors denied this proposal because it does not meet the township’s comprehensive plan.  C. Anderson explained that the developer needs to work with the township’s planning commission on this project also. The developer presented the same proposal that was denied by the Board of Supervisors.  Again the 40 people attending the meeting were given an opportunity to express their concerns and comments.  No action was taken.
B. Anderson, clerk, reported that Rusty Lilyquist had called her and requested the minutes from the planning commission and the board regarding these two projects.  He also asked for the names and addresses of the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission.

Wilson – C. Anderson reported that the Wilson property is located on Lake Louise off of County Rd 120.  It is classified as an environmental lake and the setback is 150’.  The County Board of Adjustment tabled this request in order to have another site visit with the 150’ setback indicated and the road setback marked.  It was determined that a house could be built within the two setbacks.  C. Anderson noted that Wilson would be interested in selling this property to a conservation group.  Anderson asked to Board of Supervisors to sign a letter he had prepared to Pat Larson of the Leech Lake Watershed Foundation making them aware of this property.  A copy of the letter is attached to the original set of minutes for this meeting.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve signing the letter to Pat Larson of the Leech Lake Watershed Foundation regarding the property on Lake Louise. 

C. Anderson reported that Pat Larson had called him and asked if the Leech Lake Watershed Foundation could make a donation to help defray the costs of the Wabedo Township Comprehensive Plan Update.  
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McDiarmid – C. Anderson explained that McDiarmid has property on Wabedo Lake.  She would like to divide her property into two small lots.  Neither lot would meet the 40,000 square foot requirement.  C. Anderson reported that the planning commission recommended that the County Board of Adjustment deny this request.  The request was denied.
Comprehensive Plan update – Bliss referred to the letter from Bridgit Chard in the board packet.  This is an outline of work to be done.  C. Anderson explained that the planning commission does not usually meet December through March; however, perhaps they could take that time to work on the comprehensive plan update.  This would work well with Chard’s schedule too.  The Board agreed.  

Timeline- C. Anderson explained that in some cases the Board of Adjustment’s site visit and meeting are prior to the Township’s Board meeting.  Therefore, he doesn’t always have a chance to talk to the Board about the township’s recommendation to the Board of Adjustment.  The Board told C. Anderson to use the comprehensive plan as a guide.  The Board of Supervisors can always call a special meeting if there is something that needs to be discussed.  It was also suggested that if Anderson cannot get two or more people from his committee to the site visits he should call Butler or Schmidt.

OTHER BUSINESS

Survey – Next month the Board will work on questions that should go out about the comprehensive plan.  The clerk was asked to obtain a copy of the previous questions.

Legislative update – Bliss reported 
· No more weed reports or weed meetings are required

· The board of supervisors and clerk will be required to attend a school for the board of review.  The supervisors and clerk will have to attend a class every four years.  That means each year either the clerk or a supervisor will attend the class.  The state is trying to get all  Board of Review meetings to be run the same.  

Bliss discussed 501(3)c properties that allow a selected group of people to hunt on the property, but not everyone.  It seems that if the property is tax exempt the owner should either allow everyone to hunt or no one to hunt.  A 501(3)c property is tax exempt.   Bliss would like the County Association of Townships to discuss this and to pass a resolution stating that if a property is a 501 (3) c either the property is open to everyone to hunt or no one can hunt.  
The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  adjourn.

Respectfully submitted,



Approved:

Barbara Anderson 




William C. Bliss

Clerk  






Chair 
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