Wabedo Township
Board of Supervisors Meeting

March 9, 2005

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors:  Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, and Clerk Barbara Anderson 

Excused:  Carole Houghton

Guests:  The sign in sheet is attached to the original minutes of the meeting.

Call to order – Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Pledge of allegiance – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Treasurer’s report – The Board reviewed the treasurer’s report as written.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Accept the treasurer’s report for the month of February 2005 as written.

Road & Bridge -  

· Set the meeting with Dave Felton for April 11, 2005 at 9:00 a.m. MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  set the road meeting for the roads that Felton Brothers maintain for Monday, April 11, 2005 at 9:00 a.m.  We will meet at the Town Hall.

· Schmidt reviewed his written report.  A copy of his report is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.   In his report he reviewed the estimated cost for magnesium chloride.  11.2 miles of road will use 47,059.2 gallons at 49.9 cents per gallon the total will be about $13,502.56.  

· Schmidt was concerned about a bill from Lott Excavating for mowing. The Board discussed a way that Schmidt could review the Lott bill prior to the Clerk preparing them for payment.  Schmidt and Anderson will work on this.

Bliss reported that Ed Hammersten of North Bay Drive called.  Hammersten had talked to Lowell Jaeger from the DNR.  They hope to begin work in June.  
OLD BUSINESS
Law Suit – Bliss reminded everyone that the Court of Appeal will hear the Tabaka off-sale lawsuit on Thursday, March 10, 2005 at 1:00 p.m.  The three judges will be in St. Paul, the attorney for Tabaka will be in Bemidji and we will be in St. Cloud.  Please be there at 12:15 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS 

Approve the claims – The clerk presented the claims for approval for payment.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the payment of the claims totaling $925.29 plus payroll.

Donations from annual meeting - The clerk asked how the board would like to pay the donations approved at the annual meeting.  The board decided to pay $4,000 in April and the balance in May.

Annual meeting – The Board canvassed the votes of the annual meeting held March 8th.  It was a good meeting with lots of discussion.

Short courses – Bliss reminded the board that the spring short courses are coming up at the end of the month.   If anyone wants a check ahead of time, please let the clerk know.  MOTION;  Butler/passed:  Approve the payment of course fees and all necessary expenses for the board to attend the spring short courses put on by Minnesota Association of Townships.  
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Invitation to Region Five Development listening session – The Board discussed the listening sessions.  MOTION:  Approve payment of all necessary expenses for the board to attend the District V listening sessions.
ACS Franchise agreement - The Board discussed the discussion on the ACS franchise agreement at the annual meeting.  The vote was split 13 for and 13 against the agreement.  The clerk was asked to find out what roads have the service, the potential of other people getting cable and the number of families now being served.  The topic was tabled until next month so the clerk had time to do the research.  

Greater Lakes Dev. Team (GLAD) luncheon – Bliss said the board had been invited to a luncheon at Patrick’s on Thursday, March 17, 2005 to hear from the Initiative Foundation about the $10,000 grant this area received.  

Town hall - The Board asked that the proposed selling of the town hall to the Leech Lake Watershed Foundation be placed on the agenda in two months.

OTHER

Bliss said there is legislation being proposed about the size of the voting area in a building.  Townships with 400 voters or less would be required to have 750 square feet for their polling place.  The townships having 400 voters or more would be required to have an additional 150 square feet for every additional 50 voters.  
Bliss also reported that all voting machines need to be handicap accessible by the national elections in 2006.  We will need to have our voting machine adapted to meet this requirement.

Adjournment MOTION: Schmidt – adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,


Approved
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