Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
Monthly Meeting

June 14, 2005

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors: Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Carole Houghton, and Clerk Barbara Anderson

Guests:  The sign-in sheet is attached to the original set of minutes.

Call to order – Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance – The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Approval of minutes – The Board had received a written copy of the minutes for the May 10th meeting.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve the minutes of the May 10, 2005 meeting as written. 

Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer Houghton read the Cash Control Statement and the Current Investment reports.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Accept the Cash Control Statement with a balance of $51,987.01 and the Current Investment Statement with a balance of $37,277.06 for the period May 1, 2005 through May 31, 2005 as presented.  

Resident’s Concerns – Bruce Black, Wabedo-Little Boy-Cooper-Inguadona-Rice Lakes Association, (Lake Association), voiced the concerns of the members of the Lake Association regarding the potential access lot on Little Boy Lake. Black suggested that the Township have a lawyer look at the rules and laws to see if there is a way this development can be stopped.  He said the Lake Association is willing to give the Township $500 toward the legal fees.  

Patrician Larson, Leech Lake Watershed Foundation, (the Foundation) reported that the Foundation is willing to match up to $2,500 in legal fees to have an attorney look at this situation.  Larson recommended Peters & Peters.  This law firm helped with the Lantern Bay Project.  

Craig Anderson, Wabedo Township Planning Commission, read a letter from John Sumption regarding controlled access lots.  (Copy of this correspondence is attached to the original minutes of this meeting).  

Ken Sausman is concerned about setting a precedent.  Wabedo Township needs to do something.   Do we have any information about the land?  Can we get a copy of the delineation report?  
There was a lengthy discussion on this topic.  The common concern from all present is that the Township needs to do something.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  The clerk is to write a letter to Peters & Peters Law Firm stating the facts in this situation and asking for an opinion as to if there is anything the Township can pursue in this matter.    Black & Larson will be kept informed.  It was also suggested to contact Minnesota Center for environmental Advocacy.
Presentation of the Revised Comprehensive Plan – Bridget Chard

Chard gave an overview of the updated Comprehensive Plan. MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve the updated Comprehensive Plan as presented. 
WABEDO TOWNSHIP
CASS COUNTY
STATE OF MINNESOTA

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING RECOMMENDATION OF WABEDO PLANNING COMMISSION AND ADOPTING WABEDO TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE
RESOLUTION NO.  06.14.05

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Wabedo Township has continued to see new growth and development within the Township over the past three-five years; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Wabedo has begun to consider the issues and problems associated with said growth; and

WHEREAS, the Township Board wishes to work with their residents and has discussed Planning to manage said growth within their Township boundaries; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Wabedo has statutory authority to do planning and zoning under Minnesota Statutes § 462; and

WHEREAS, the Township Board of Supervisors established the Wabedo Township Planning Commission on September 17th, 1996 pursuant to M.S. § 462, and adopted their first Community Comprehensive Plan in 1998, and;

WHEREAS, the Wabedo Township Planning Commission was instructed by the Town Board of Supervisors to update said Community Comprehensive Plan, and;
WHEREAS, the Wabedo Township Planning Commission held two Open Houses (May 20th, 2005 & May 21st, 2005) and has held the required statutory Hearing on June 2nd, 2005, at 7:00 p.m. at the Wabedo Town Hall, and;

WHEREAS, the Wabedo Township Planning Commission has reviewed all comments and made the necessary changes and recommends adoption of the Wabedo Township Comprehensive Community Plan to the Town Board;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Board of Supervisors of Wabedo Township, Cass County, Minnesota:

1. That the Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors does hereby accept the Wabedo Planning Commissions recommendation to adopt the Wabedo Township Community Comprehensive Plan which shall be effective and in force after adoption of this Resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Town Board of Supervisors of Wabedo Township, Cass County, Minnesota;

1. That the Wabedo Town Board of Supervisors instructs the Wabedo Planning Commission Secretary to make the necessary final copies of the Wabedo Township Community Comprehensive Plan and distribute them accordingly to the required governmental entities.

2. Further, that a final formal copy be placed on file with the Wabedo Township Clerk and another formal copy be placed with the Wabedo Planning Commission Secretary.  

Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors meeting.                                                        June 14, 2005

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by Supervisor Schmidt and upon a vote being taken thereon was duly passed.

AYES: 3

NAYS: 0    ABSTAINED: 0
ABSENT: 0

ADOPTED by the Wabedo Town Board of Supervisors this 14th day of June, 2005.

Chard and the Planning Commission were thanked for all their hard work.   
ROAD & BRIDGE

Supervisor’s reports - Schmidt reviewed his written report.  (A copy of the written report is attached to the original minutes).  
1. The Board agreed that were should be separate work orders for the mowing.  Schmidt will talk to JJ Welk about pricing for mowing.
2. Letters need to be sent to the land owners along the section of South Little Boy Drive that will be brushed and re-ditched.
3. Work order 2004-15 will need to re-date 2005 so the work can be completed.  
4. When the tree is removed on Sioux Camp Road, Felton said he would bring it to Jim Ballenthin on Ponto Lake.  
5. Cass County plans to start chloriding the county roads in the next few weeks.
6. Herheim is still looking for a crusher.
· Bliss asked Schmidt to find out about the gravel pit and the cost of crushing from Herheim.
· Letter from Trelipe Township – Bliss read a letter from Trelipe Township regarding the road maintenance plans for North Rice Lake Road.  This is a road Wabedo Township shares with Trelipe Township.  Trelipe Township does the work and Wabedo reimburses them for Wabedo’s portion of the road.  The letter stated that road work totaling $8,954 is planned for this summer.  This includes graveling and chloriding the road.  There was some discussion about the need of chloriding the road, because there are only about four houses on the road.  MOTION: Bliss/passed (2 yes, 1 no) Wabedo Township agrees to pay one-half of the maintenance of North Rice Lake Road to Trelipe Township, with the total bill not to exceed $8,954; also a letter to be sent to Trelipe Township stating that we would appreciate it if the bill could be reduced, this was not a budgeted item for this year. 
· Letter from Kuhl – Bliss read a letter from William Kuhl regarding having his property resurveyed.  Kuhl is working with a surveying company.  The Board decided to give Kuhl time to get this done.
OLD BUSINESS

Easement through DNR land – Housladen – Housladen petitioned the Township for help to get an easement through DNR land so he could have a cartpath to his property.  The Township has been granted an easement from the DNR.  Rebecca Anderson, the Township’s attorney, has prepared the legal papers for the Township to sign.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Resolution 6.14.05-2:

WHEREAS, Wabedo Township has received an easement from the State of Minnesota, 

the same being recorded with Cass County Recorder’s Office as Document No.___
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over and upon real property described on EXHIBIT A attached hereto and made a part hereof, and legal described as:

Commencing at the Northwest corner of said Section 36; thence South 89 degrees of minutes 55 seconds East, assumed bearing, along the North line of said Northwest Quarter for a distance of 1843.12 feet to the centerline of County State Aid Highway Number 54; thence South 42 degrees 58 minutes 18 seconds East along said centerline 288.7 feet to the point of beginning of Northerly line to be herein described; thence North 27 degrees 34 minutes 59 seconds East 168.10 feet; then Northeasterly 116.07 feet along a tangential curve concave to the Southeast having a radius of 105.00 feet and a central angle of 63 degrees 04 minutes 55 seconds East tangent to said curve, along the North line of said Northwest Quarter and said Northeast Quarter for a distance of 989.10 feet and said described Northerly line there terminating.

WHEREAS, to gain access to his real property, the same is legally described as follows, to wit:

The Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, Section 30, Township 140, Range 27, Cass County, Minnesota

NOW, THEREFORE, the Town Board resolves that:
1. The easement as described above, and any roadway which may be constructed upon said easement, shall not be considered a town road unless and until the same is formally established as a Town Road in accordance with Minnesota Statutes and further, that said road is considered a cartway in accordance with Minnesota Statute § 164.11 and is not required to be maintained by the Township.

2. Charles Housladen, his heirs and assigns, through the Road Agreement presented to him by the Township, shall abide by the terms of the easement granted from the State of Minnesota to Wabedo Township.

3. Charles Housladen, his heirs and assigns, shall be solely responsible for the payment of said easement to the State of Minnesota and for the Township’s legal fees and expenses associated with acquiring said easement.

4. Charles Housladen, his heirs and assigns, shall indemnify and hold the Township harmless from any legal liability associated with the easement and terms as outlined therein.


The adoption of above-stated Resolution was moved by Supervisor Schmidt and upon vote being taken was decreed adopted.   (A copy of the Resolution, Road Agreement, and Right-Of-Way Easement are attached to the original minutes of this meeting and are part of the record).

MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Authorize Chair Bliss to sign the Road Agreement between Charles Housladen and Wabedo Township, as prepared by Rebecca Anderson, the Township’s attorney. 

Letter from the Minnesota State Court of Appeals – Bliss reported that the Clerk received a letter from the Minnesota State Court of Appeals stating that Tabaka owes the Township $510.16. There was no letter of explanation.

Minnesota Association of Townships letter – Bliss explained that he wrote to the Minnesota Association of Townships (MAT) regarding the Township’s question about reimbursing the Township for Rebecca Anderson’s fee in the Tabaka case.  Anderson worked with the Township prior to the case going to trail.  At that point the Township notified MAT and the appointed a lawyer 
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at that time.  That lawyer used all the material Anderson had prepared, including the Findings of Fact. Bliss is still waiting to hear from MAT regarding this letter.

Resolution to State – Bliss reported that the resolution Wabedo Township passed regarding design and building has been passed to the State for consideration.  

Ambulance Service Taxing District – Bliss explained that the resolution that Wabedo Township passed regarding the development of ambulance service taxing districts has been brought to the MAT tax committee.  No action has been taken.   
Letter from Longville Ambulance Service – Bliss read a letter from Andy Shaw, attorney for the City of Longville.  There will be a meeting on Wednesday, June 15th to discuss the future of the ambulance service for the Longville area. 

NEW BUSINESS

Approve payment of claims. – The treasurer and clerk presented claims for payments.  
MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve payment of claims and payroll as presented.

July short courses – The MATS short summer courses will be held in Grand Rapids on July 28th.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Authorize all expenses and fees for all board members to attend the short course.

Region 5 workshop – There is a workshop on June 23rd given by Region 5.  

Property Update from MATIT - The Board authorized the clerk to fill out the necessary paper work.  

Renewal of Liquor License – Ridgewood Golf Course – Bliss explained that Ridgewood Golf Course has

 On-sale and Sunday Liquor.  Each year they have to renew their liquor licenses.  MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Approve the Renewal of Liquor, Wine License for On-sale and Sunday On-Sale for Ridgewood Golf Course.  

PLANNING COMMISSION – Craig Anderson

 Davidson Variance – Tabled by the Cass County Board of Adjustment for one month. 
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE

The Board reviewed the following correspondence

· State Demographic information

· Land Stewardship Project

· Pay survey sent out by Woodrow Township

· Board of Review letter – The Wabedo Township board will review this in 2006.

ADJOURNMENT - MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Approved

Barbara Anderson, Clerk
William C. Bliss, Chair
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