MINUTES OF 9-9-03

WABEDO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

The meeting of the Wabedo Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:01 p.m. at Wabedo Town Hall.

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call:

Present: Ron Anderson, Ken Sausman, Craig Anderson, Jack Abrahamson and Sue Gehrman

Bridget Chard- Small Communities Coordinator acting as our consultant

Absent: Harold Harper

Guests: Marilyn Davies and Saundra Happe

 Approval of Agenda of 9-9-03

The addition of item E- Sausman reappointed to the Planning Commission and item F- wetland maps

Approval of Minutes of 8-7-03

The minutes of 8-7-03 were amended as follows; an apostrophe was added to the name Pruchas. Under new business it is written as: Kenneth and Janice Pruchas variance on Mule Lake is to enclose an existing deck should be Kenneth and Janice Prucha’s variance on Mule Lake is to enclose an existing deck. A motion by R. Anderson with a second by Sausman to approve the minutes as amended. Passed.

Old Business

Bylaws and directories were discussed. Chard brought a Wabedo Township directory that has the names, addresses, phone numbers and e-mail addresses of the Board of Supervisors (BOS) and the Planning Commission. The bylaws are the general rules of conducting a planning commission meeting and how the commission was created. Chard is arranging for the township clerk to be present at the 10-14-03 meeting to give all members the oath of office. Chard will also have copies of the original ordinance amended and the bylaws updated.

The Wabedo Township Planning Commission along with Chard discussed the 60-day rule (see attachment: The 60-Day Rule Minn. Stat. 1599 with original minutes). The Planning Commission also discussed the deadline for items to be on the agenda and decided materials were to be received one week prior to the next meeting date. Chard will have changes to the policy by the 10-14-03 meeting.

The Planning Commission went over the key points of the Comprehensive Plan. Many points were discussed (see list with original minutes). 

The Planning Commission is considering changing its policy on seasonal and residential members. C. Anderson will go to the BOS and recommend adding two new members instead of one with one more member at least full time. 

The BOS has reappointed Sausman to another 3-year term on the Planning Commission. 

C. Anderson showed the Planning Commission a wetland map for the property on Little Boy Lake that Taylor Timbers has proposed for a common access lot. This lot is classified as a type 7 wetland. Type 7 wetlands are forested swamps in which the soil is waterlogged to within inches of the surface during the growing season and can be covered with as much of a foot of water. 

New Business

A class in Alexandria “Your Role As A Planning Commission Member” was discussed with C. Anderson going to the BOS for approval to send a Planning Commission member. The class is on 9-24-03. The District Eleven meeting of the Minnesota Association of Townships will be held on 9-23-03 in Hackensack. One of the topics will be on ATV’s.

Coughlin variance on Little Boy Lake is to remove an old cabin and build a new one. The existing cabin with a deck is approximately 78’ from the lake Little Boy has a setback of 100’. The new structure will have no deck and will have a setback of 90’ at one corner and 96’ at the other corner to make room for the septic system. C. Anderson and R. Anderson met the Cass County Board of Adjustments at this property on September 2, 2003. C. Anderson and R. Anderson felt this was acceptable. A motion by Abrahamson with a second by R. Anderson to accept. Passed.

C. Anderson and Chard had the township maps updated. The maps the Planning Commission reviewed were zoning, wetlands, roads and soils.

The Planning Commission began work on the new Comprehensive Plan. Each member was assigned a topic to research. They are as follows: 1) Housing and Population-Gehrman, 2) Plats-Abrahamson, 3) Commercial- C. Anderson, 4) Transportation and Roads-R. Anderson and 5) Environment and Wastewater-Sausman. 

Next meeting date: October 14, 2003 at 7:00 p.m.

A motion by Abrahamson with a second by Sausman to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,                                              Approved,

Susan Gehrman, Secretary                                          Craig L. Anderson

