Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors
February 8, 2005

Present:  Chair Bill Bliss, Supervisors Patrick Butler, Ralph Schmidt, Treasurer Carole Houghton and Clerk Barbara Anderson 

Guests:  The sign in sheet is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.

CALL TO ORDER – Chair Bliss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The Board had received a written copy of the minutes prior to the meeting.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve the minutes of the January 11, 2005 meeting as written.

TREASURER’S REPORT - Houghton reported that there is $39,882.81 in investments as of January 31, 2005.  She also reported on the Cash Control Statement for the month of January.  The balance in all accounts is $47,563.26. MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Accept the Treasurer’s report as presented.  Copies of these reports are attached to the original minutes of this meeting.

Board of Audit – The Board reviewed the books of both the clerk and the treasurer.  The clerk explained that there are two differences in the books.  1) At the end of 2003 the treasurer transferred $1,000 and the clerk transferred the same amount in January 2004 and 2) The treasurer voided a $35.00 check, the clerk had already posted the check in her books so she had to redeposit it in the clerk’s books.  The ending balance in all accounts balanced in both sets of books.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Accept the financial books from both the treasurer and clerk for the year 2004.
ROAD & BRIDGE

Supervisor’s report – 

1. The road allotment of $8,733.00 will be received in about 30 days.

2. Road chloride – Cass County contracted the use of magnesium chloride for the year 2005.
a. Cost savings – magnesium chloride is 49.9 cents per gallon or  $1,453.09 per mile  versus calcium at  .662 center per gallon or $1,927.69 per mile 
b. Increases surface tension more effectively than calcium chloride.  Results in a very hard road surface, reducing the maintenance cost. 

c.  Less salt in the solution, therefore, more environmentally friendly.

3. What do we need to do to brush along Shangri-la? 

a. Letters to residents

b. Mark right of way stakes

c. Get pricing

4. Stoney Creek/Diamond Crest gravel used after chloride application

a. 2002 gravel 67 yards, graded 3 times

b. 2003 gravel 70 yards, graded 3 times

c. 2004 gravel none
graded 5 times. 

Schmidt reported that JJ Welk will be sending the township a letter with his prices for brushing.  

Schmidt also discussed having a magnetic sign that he could put on his vehicle when he is doing road inspections.  The Board told him it was a good idea and to order the proper signs that are needed.
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Cass County Highway Dept. – The Board reviewed the Updated Rental Agreement and Miscellaneous Information letter dated January 12, 2005 from Cass County Highway Department. Since the Township does not rent anything from the Highway Department or use their services, the board decided not to sign this agreement. 
Road Correspondence – Chair Bliss read a letter dated January 12, 2005 from Ray and Sheryl Holland.  The letter addresses the north access on Mule Lake.  A copy of the letter is attached to the original minutes of this meeting.  They are in favor of leaving the north access as is.

Bliss also read a letter from Phil Larson dated January 19, 2004 regarding correspondence from Dan Chesla.  This is reference to the north access on Mule Lake.  A copy of this letter is attached to the original minutes of the meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS

Lawsuit update - Bliss reported that a letter has been received from our attorney Gordon Hansmeier stating that the hearing date is March 10th at 1:00 p.m.  He explained that this will be an interactive video teleconference.  The judges Randolph W. Peterson, Thomas K. Kalitowski and Roger M. Klaphake will be in St. Paul, Mr. Cayko, Tabaka’s attorney will be in Bemidji and we will be in St. Cloud.  Each lawyer has 15 minutes for their oral arguments and appellant’s council can have up to five minutes of rebuttal time.

Bliss suggested that this be announced at the annual meeting.  People wanting to attend the hearing should contact the clerk.  Anderson will make the necessary arrangements with Hansmeier’s office.  Anyone wishing to attend is asked to arrive by 12:30 at the Courts Facility Building, Room 128, 815 Courthouse Square in St. Cloud.  

Letter from insurance company – Bliss read a letter from Berkley Risk Administrators Company dated January 10, 2005.  This letter is in response to the letter the township wrote asking for reimbursement of costs the township incurred with our lawyer Rebecca Anderson before the insurance company appointing Gordon Hansmeier to represent the township in the Tabaka lawsuit.  It is stated in the letter that the insurance does not pay the costs of the local attorney or other professional the town may choose to hire regarding this or any other matter.   Bliss discussed the League of City insurance coverage.  And how it was his understanding that the Minnesota Association of Townships’ insurance was supposed to be the same as or better than the League of City’s insurance.   The clerk was asked to send a letter to the insurance company asking why this coverage is denied.
NEW BUSINESS

Approval of Claims - The clerk and treasurer presented claims totaling $4,445.71 for approval, plus payroll.  MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Approve payment of claims and payroll as presented.  

Budget - The board worked on the proposed budget for 2006.  


General Fund:

$30,000 plus donations


Road & Bridge
$75,000


Fire District

$19,000 est.

Ambulance

$ 4,500

Total

         $128,500
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The Board discussed the donations.  In the past few years the residents at the annual meeting have been very generous with the donations they approve at the meeting.  The donations approved at the meeting affect the township’s budget.  Therefore, this year the Board decided to present the amount needed for the general fund plus donations.  MOTION:  Suggested the proposed budget at the annual meeting.

Last year the residents approved donations equaling $12,000.  The clerk was asked to contact Steven Kuha of the Cass County Assessor’s office to determine what an impact a $12,000 increase would have on a $100,000 property.  We will have this information available at the annual meeting.
Election judges  - The clerk asked to have Ginny Anderson, Doris Schmidt, Carol Neuenfeldt and Craig Anderson approved as election judges for the annual meeting.  She explained that she is presenting four names even though three judges are used. It is good to have an extra judge appointed in case they are needed.   MOTION:  Bliss/passed:  Approve Ginny Anderson, Doris Schmidt, Carol Neuenfeldt and Craig Anderson as election judges for the annual meeting March 8, 2005.  
Annual Meeting - The Board discussed the hand outs needed for the annual meeting.  The treasurer’s year end report, agenda, last year’s minutes, and road report are the main ones. The meeting will start at 8:05 p.m. The clerk calls the meeting to order.  

Orius Letter - Orius Telecommunications Services, Inc will be burying telephone service wire in our area.  They are asking for information.  The clerk was asked to reply to this letter.  
Minnesota Association of Townships Agency Letter - The Board discussed the letter MATS agency dated January 31, 2005 regarding Property Coverage on the PAL Program.  The clerk was asked to respond to this letter.  There needs to be clarification about the location of the lift pumps, stilling tanks and electrical panels.

Board of Review – Anderson received a letter from Steven Kuha setting the Board of Review meeting for April 29, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. at the Town Hall.  MOTION:  Schmidt/passed:  Approve the date of April 29, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. for the Board of Review meeting.  The clerk will publish and post.

Town Report - The treasurer and the clerk presented the State Audit Town Financial Report Form for signing.  The supervisors and clerk signed the report.  The clerk will mail this report to the state.
PLANNING COMMISSION

Taylor Timber and Mule Lake Estate -Craig Anderson reported that Taylor Timber and Mule Lake Estate hard shells and covenants have been filed with Cass County.  

Comprehensive Plan - The comprehensive plan update is completed and a draft will be put on the web site as soon as possible. The open house dates for the public to review the plan and make comments are Friday, May 20th from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Saturday May 21st from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  There will be a public hearing on June 2, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at the town hall.  

Guidelines for advertising in the township newsletter - After discussions with several people the board decided not to allow advertising in the township newsletter.  
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Adjournment - MOTION:  Butler/passed:  Adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted




Approved

Barbara Anderson





William C. Bliss

Clerk
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