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MINUTES OF 7-3-03

WABEDO TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

The meeting of the Wabedo Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:01 p.m. at Wabedo Town Hall.

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call:

Present: Jack Abrahamson, Ken Sausman, Craig Anderson, Ron Anderson and Sue Gehrman

Absent: Harold Harper

Guests:

51

Sign in sheet attached to original minutes

Old Business

Taylor Timbers on Little Boy Lake- The developer Chris Fritch and the surveyor Terry Freeman of Landecker & Associates were on the agenda to present the Planning Commission with a new proposal for the property on Little Boy Lake. Neither showed up at the meeting. The guests asked some questions of the Planning Commission and this triggered discussion about the Townships Comprehensive Plan and the Taylor Timbers proposal. Doug Sandstrom, conservation officer for Cass County, was present and spoke to us about restrictions on land and lake use. There was a question about the exact acreage of this property, it was advertised at 33.8 acres but was platted at 37.69 acres. There is still the question of whether or not the proposed controlled access lot is a wetland. It was suggested that the Planning Commission approach the Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors to have this property checked out to determine the status of this lot. A motion by Sausman with a second by R. Anderson to have the Board of Supervisors check out this property. Passed. 

Mule Lake Estates- Chris Fritch or Terry Freeman was not present to present the Planning Commission with a new proposal for this property. Again there were questions and discussion from the audience.

The Wilson Property-  Wabedo Township Board of Supervisors wrote a letter to the Tri-County Leech Lake Watershed Foundation concerning the Wilson property on Lake Louise. The letter asked them to purchase this property so it can remain undisturbed. They, along with the Wabedo, Little Boy, Iguadona, Rice and Cooper Lakes Assoc., will try and raise the needed money.

Peter Thielen- C. Anderson, R. Anderson and Sausman met with Peter Thielen at his property on 6-19-03. This property is half of Rainbow Bay Resort that was split up. He 
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has many plans for this property (see minutes of 6-05-03). The Planning Commission feels it needs more time to think about this property.

The Comprehensive Plan update- The Planning Commission will begin updating the Townships Comprehensive Plan in September. We will be working with Bridget Chard of Sylvan Township on this. C. Anderson will be asking the Board of Supervisors if they will allow us to meet during the months of December, January and February to work on the project. It was asked by someone in the audience if we could check into ATV paths on acreages.

New Business

Variance- Edward Lammers on Hefron Lake is asking for a variance to subdivide his property. Hefron Lake is a natural environment lake that requires 200’ of lakeshore for each lot. C. Anderson, R. Anderson, Abrahamson and Gehrman will meet for a site visit to this property on 7-7-03.

Nora Pierce, owner of Rainbow Bay Resort, asked if the Planning Commission could check out a site she wishes to put a garage on. C. Anderson, R. Anderson and Sausman checked it out and found it to be very low and filled with water.

Approval of Minutes of 6-5-03

A motion by Sausman to approve the minutes as written. Second R. Anderson. Passed.

Corrections of Minutes of 5-1-03

Under new business for Mule Lake Estates it is written 13 cabins with garages in back on 506’ of lakeshore should be 10 cabins with garages in back on 636’ feet of lakeshore.

Corrections of Minutes of 5-22-03

Paragraph three states that the Cass County Planning Commission found Taylor Timbers on Little Boy Lake to be suitable and accessible and the variance hearing on this is May 28, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. Should be written as: The Cass County Planning Commission did a site visit to Taylor Timbers Development and made no decision on this property. The hearing for platting before the county Planning Commission is on May 28, 2003 at 7:30 p.m.

Paragraph four states that the Cass County Planning Commission did a site visit to Mule Lake Estates and found it suitable. The variance hearing is to be held on May 28, 2003 at 7:30 p.m. Should be written as: The Cass County Planning Commission did a site visit to Mule Lake Estates and made no decision on this property. The hearing for platting before the County Planning Commission will be held on May 28, 2003 at 7:30 p.m.

Rusty Lillyquist made a request by telephone to the Township Clerk that he be sent all copies of the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors minutes regarding the Taylor Timbers Development and Mule Lake Estates. He has been sent copies of all approved minutes thus far.
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Procedures for variances and conditional land use permits

A. Unanimous Approval- In the case where the Wabedo Township Planning Commission cannot formally present their decision on a variance to the Township Board before a County Board of Adjustments meeting, the Planning Commission can represent the Township Board at the Board of Adjustments meeting if the Planning Commission is unanimous on the variance decision.

B. Site visits- The Board of Supervisors has suggested that the Wabedo Township Planning Commission have at least two members present at all site visits by the County Boards.

C. Approved minutes- The Planning Commission will send only approved minutes to anyone who requests them except the Board of Supervisors which will be stamped “Not Approved”.

D. Deadline for items to be included on agenda for upcoming Planning Commission meetings was tabled until the 8-7-03 meeting. A motion by Sausman to table this issue until 8-7-03. Second Abrahamson. Passed.

E. With these new policies it was suggested to put together a policy book.

Next Meeting Date:

August 7, 2003

A motion by Abrahamson with a second by Sausman to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Susan Gehrman, Secretary                                    Craig L. Anderson, Chairman

